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4 Tiſlimony from our Monthly Mating at Wainfleet, | 


in ile Aunty of Lincoln, dener our "I 


Friend WILLIAM Rxckrrr. ; 


— 


F 


Tuts our ke blend, was: 8 Fa -year 


1706, within the compaſs of Gainſbarough Monthly 


| Meeting, of parents proſeſſing Truth, Who died 
when he was young. His ſriends put him apprenticte 


to a weaver belonging to the ſame Monthly Meet- 
ing, with whom, we believe, he ſerued his time 


faithfully, and then came to live near. Partney Mills, 


within the compaſs of our Monthly Meeting. After 
ſome time, about the year 1742, it pleaſed the Lord 
to call him into the work of the miniſtry: his ap- 
pearance from the firſt was in the life and wiſdom 
of Truth, which nearly united him to his friends. 
Soon after he removed to Wainfleet particular 
Meeting; and ſome time after he viſited Friends in 
the Weſt of England and Wales, &c. and at diffe- 


with our friend Samuel Stott. He was twice in 
A | America: 


rent times many other counties; alſo Ireland once, 
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- America: the firſt time he ſet forward in the year 
1756, and, it being in the time of war, was taken 
priſoner into France, and confined about ſix months, 
which he bore with Chriſtian fortitude (as ſome of 
of us have heard him ſay) and got well home to 
his family in the beginning of the year 1757, where 
he ſaid about four weeks, and then again ſet for- 
ward for his intended viſit. He afterwards found a 
weighty concern to viſit his friends in ſome parts of 
America again; all which viſits, by ſundry ac- 
counts received, were much to Friends ſatisfaction, 
as well as his on: and indeed it may be truly ſaid, 
he was deep in the miniftry, and powerful in prayer, 
his teſtimony ſound and edifying, which rendered 
him very near, and valuable to many. He was 
grave in converſation, yet innocently chearful 
amongſt his friends; an affectionate huſband, and 
tender parent. We think it needleſs: to enlarge 
concerning him, as he was well known to many 
friends; only we may, with ſincerity of heart, fay, 
his removal is much regretted in general. In the 
latter end of 1768, he had drawings in his mind to 
viſit London, and parts adjacent; in which he told 
ſome of his near friends, he * it 1 2 be the 
laſt time. 

He returned home in the F irt Wand in the 
year 1769, but poorly in health, and continued ſo; 


but moſtly attended his own meeting, where he had 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral weighty teſtimonies (which had more than 
uſual influence over the hearers, leaving laſting im- 
preſſions on their minds), as well as at times in 
private converſation, wherein he ſignified he was 
willing to leave all theſe tranſitory and fading en- 
joyments, whenever it. might pleaſe” the Lord to 
call him from works to rewards. 

His illneſs was very ſhort ; he was taken with a 
fit of the ague the day before his departure, and next 
morning,- about four o'clock, exchanged this life, 
we make no doubt, for a better, the 6th of the 
Fourth month, 1769; and was buried the gth 
of the ſame in Friends burying ground at Wainfleet, - 
after a ſolemn meeting, where a living teſtimony 
was borne to the truth, and to the ſatisfaction of 
many preſent, | 


Signed in and on behalf of the ſaid meeting, held 
the 16th of the Third month, 1770, by 


* 


Fohn Robbins, George Kitching, 
Jobn Copeland, $ Pearſon Smith, 
Thomas Reckilt, Jobn Pearſon, 
David Hopkins, Foſeph Burton, 
Jonathan Nainby, John Wright, jun. 
A2 3 Thy: --- 


iv A TESTIMONY, &c. 


The foregoing teſtimony concerning our dear 
friend William Reckitt, deceaſed, was read and ap- 

proved in our Quarterly Meeting held at Lincoln, 
che 4th of the Fourth month, 1770, and r 
in and on behalf thereof, by 


JOHN MASSEY, jun. Clerk. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


OUR late worthy friend WILLIAM ReckiTT, 
whoſe journal follows, was one whom. the Lord 
was pleaſed to prepare for his ſerviee; and having 
in a good degree experienced the work of righteouſ- 
neſs to be peace, he was engaged, under the in- 
fluence of divine love, to call to others to come, 
taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. 

His life and converſation were innocent; and con- 


ſiſtent with his profeſſion, and, in the exerciſe of | 


his miniſtry, he was attended with that love. which 

ſeeks the; good of all. 
As the following journal commences s only ah 
his voyage to America, a ſhort account of him, of 
the work of truth on his mind, and of his ſervices 
beſore he embarked for e ſeems. not im- 
proper. mel £ 

He was > dies at 5 Dok near Gainſborough in 

Lissa about the: year 1706, of parents pro- 
nen Fruth;z his mother died hen he was young, 
a 8 and 


* ä 


thereof, he experienced preſervation from the many 


vi ' © INTRODUCTION: 


and his father being through infirmities rendered 
incapable of ſupporting his children, he was bound 
by Friends at nine years of age, until he arrived at 
twenty-one, as an apprentice to a weaver z which 
proved a "laborious ſervitude, his maſter being in 


low circumſtances. In the courſe of his ſervice his 
-maſter let him out to harveſt work, in which em 


ployment his induſtry gained him the confidence of 
the farmer that employed him, who thought it un- 
neceſſary to look after him, faying, William was 


< a faithful ſervant;“ as he was to his maſter to 
the end'of his apprenticeſhip. During which time 


he was reached by a divine viſitation, through the 
miniſtry of a friend on a religious viſit, whoſe teſti- 
mony (as he has been heard to relate) clearly an- 
ſwered the witneſs of truth in his own heart, and 


fully confirmed him, that the principles of Friends 


were confonant with the Holy Scriptures; and he 
then thought there waſld be none ſo void of under- 
ſtanding, as not toff be convinced by the fame 
powerful declarati f the true Chriſtian faith. 
It left a laſting impreſſion on his mind; an hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs were begotten in his 
ſoul; and by a diligent attention to the dictates 


temptations, which unguarded youth are expoſed to. 


About the eighteenth year of his age, the death of 


an only ſiſter, a virtuous young woman, who had 
1 | 1 been 
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INTRODUCTION. vu 
been particularly kind to him, nearly affected him ; 
and an only brother, by giving way to the vanities 
of the world, was drawn aſide and- left the ſociety, 
'Theſe events impreſſed his mind with deep forrow 
and humiliation ; but feeling the preſerving hand 
of divine goodneſs manifeſted for his ſupport, he 
was engaged to live near thereto, by which he was 
mercifully preſerved. j 

Soon aſter the expiration of his apprenticeſhip, be 
removed into the compaſs of Wainfleet Monthly 
Meeting in Lincolnſhire, where he followed the 
buſineſs of a weaver, and increaſed in the eſteem of 
his friends; being a man who laboured to be in 
reality what he profeſſed. In the year 1731, he 
entered into the marriage ſtate with Ellin Maw, a 
ſober and virtuous young woman, who was an af- 
fectionate wife to him, and tender mother to their 
children: he ſurvived her, ſhe dying during his 
abſence on his ſecond viſit to America, 

About the thirty-ſixth year of his age, he firſt 
appeared in the miniſtry, to the ſatisfaction of 
Friends, and laboured diligently in his own, and 
ſome neighbouring meetings, for the advancement 
of Truth; and, after ſome time, in company with 
Robert Kinſley, he viſited the churches in Eſſex; 
and, about the latter end of 1745 in company with 
the ſame friend, alſo viſited the city of London ; 
and his ſervice in this viſit is ſtill remembered by 


ſome with brotherly regard and affection. 
424 1. vi 
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In 1746, he viſited the Weſt of England, and 
part of Wales; and in 1752, in company with 
Samuel Stott, of Edmundſbury, he viſited Ireland, 
to his own and Friends comfort and ſatisfaction, 
and returned home with peace of mind. In 1756, 
he viſited Vorkſhire; ſoon after which, in the courſe 
of his religious labours, he found himſelf engaged 
to viſit the churches in the American plantations, 
the enſuing account whereof will beſt inform the 
reader of his progreſs therein. a | 

It is not intended to magnify the creature, by any 
thing which may be faid concerning this our de- 
ceaſed friend ; but to ſhew the reader, that fuch as 
believe in, and live near to, the divine pri neiple of 
truth in their own hearts, convey an evidence to 
the minds of thoſe who behold them : for, being 
taken in his paſſage by a privateer (England being 
then at war with France), and carried into Mor- 
laix, he was there detained in a painful {fate of cap- 
tivity, yet was preſerved in great quietneſs and re- 
ſignation, to the admiration of ſome of the French 
inhabitants; one of whom, in a letter to a perſon 
reſiding in London, mentioned his inoffenſive lamb- 
like behaviour, in terms of great reſpect; and, when 
he was removed to Carhaix, recommended him to a 
perſon of account, a member of the parliament of- 
Brittany, who likewiſe teſtified his regard to him, 


'The kindneſs he received from theſe e mode- 
f rated 
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rated his captivity, though. he had many exerciſes 
there, which often brought him very low ; yet, he 
found ſupport and preſeryation, as he acknowledged 
in his letters, in one of which, after having noted 


how he had been helped, and expreſſing his care for 


his future preſervation, he ſays, „My fears have 


« all been concerning myſelf, for ſurely I never 


« {aw more of my own weakneſs ; it hath indeed 
« been a ſearching time to me, and yet it ſprings 
« in my heart to ſay, If the Lord hath any delight 
« in me, he will bring me fafe - through all; lie 
« knows the integrity of my heart: I did not fer 
« out in a forward ſpirit, but in his counſel, and 


ein it at this time I ſtand; he knows beſt what 


« will be moſt for his own honour. And as to 


« what will become of this earthly tabernacle, it 


« {-ems to be the leaſt of my care, ſo that I may 
« finiſh my courſe with joy.” 

After being detained about hive months, he was re- 
leaſed through the kindneſs of a perſon in England, 
who, having received very favourable impreſſions of 
him through the French merchant before mentioned, 
recommended him to the ſecretary of the fick and 


wounded office (they having the care of ſuch.as 


were priſoners), and after a ſhort ſtay at home, 
finding the engagement remain, he returned to 
London, attended the Lea Meeting, and, with 
the concurrence of Friends, proceeded on his voy- 


age, of which the following is his own relation. 
AS SOME 
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or THE 
LIFE AND TRAVELS 
or 
WILLIAM RECKITT. 


Some 3 l befel me in my 2 me | 
towards AMERICA, 2 


He G parte with ſeveral friends 4 
accompanied me to Graveſend, the 15th of 
the Tenth month, 1756, I went on board the ſhip 
Lydia, Joſeph Riddell maſter. "We had three paf- 
ſengers beſides myſelf, who ſeemed to be very ſober 
men, and carried themſelves very loving to me, as 
likewiſe did all our common men; though I often 
reproved them for ſwearing, and their bad language 
to one another. The 20th we came into the 
Downs, but the wind not being fair, we lay there 
till the 22d, when the wind coming more n | 


able, we.weighed anchor. | 
4 ENT A 0 It 
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It may not be amiſs to mention, the great exer- 
ciſe and weight that reſted upon my ſpirit while 
we lay here, I then not ſeeing the cauſe of it. 


When I looked forward, I could ſee little further 


than the Land's End, and J cried in my mind that 
we might be carried, or driven to Ireland; ſor 
then I thought I ſhould get ſafe to my journey's 
end: but not ſeeing it would be ſo then, I only 
deſired we might put into Plymouth, which I men- 
tioned to the captain, and he told me, he thought 
he would; but the wind coming fair, and a 
ſtrong gale, he was willing, to make the beſt of it. 


We outfailed two ſhips which came from the | 


Downs with us, one a privateer called the St. Olive, 
from London, the other a Guineaman. The 
b, about ten in the morning, we came abreaſt 


of Plymouth, with a very fine wind. In the even- 


ings as I fat in the cabin, ſomething opened in my 
mind concerning my own preſervation, which I 
thought ſomewhat ſtrange, but ſoon ſaw a- cauſe 
for it; for about eight o'clock next morning, the 
mate came-down and told. the maſter, there was a 
French ſnow juſt aſtern of us, which, to our ſorrow, 
was too true, for ſhe was then within reach of us 
with her guns. I thought it was a. great negle& 
of our maſter and the ſailors, that they did not 
keep a ſtrict look- out; for they acknowledged, if 
they had had but a few hours more, they ſhould not 

have 


„ . . » 
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have been taken. But then id was too late, they 
could not get their fails all properly bent, as 
they would have done, if due precaution had been 
taken. The ſhot inten over us, I was as afraid 
for our men. ” +3096 
During the little time we were chaſed; the chief | 
care our captain ſeemed to take, was to ſave what 
he had, ſo he kept pretty much in the cabin, till 
his men called very earneſtly for him to come upon 
deck. Then he: ordered them to ſtrike, and in a 
little time the Frenchmen came and boarded us 
with great fury. I was in the cabin, and ſtood 
ſill, ſome of them looking at me very ſour: and 
fierce, but like ſo many hungry animals, they fell 
to hunting and ſearching for what they could find, 


till they durſt not ſtay much longer. One of them 


coming to me, in a fawning manner, faidz Sin, 
I deſite you would give me your money and 
watch, and I will give yon them again. I told 
him I had not much and did not chuſe to part 
with it, but he growing very earneſt to have it; 
turned myſelf about, and took three guineas out 
of my purſe, two of which I carried onſhore; and 
gave him the remainder, He looked at it, and 
ſeemed not ſatisfied ; but the officers being in haſte 
to get us all into the boat, I was had upon deck; 
When I looked at the ſea, I thought it ſeemed as 
though I ſhould not eſcape with my life; therefore 
reſolved to ſtay on board our veſſel, 1 I might and 
went 


_ time was fetched out, and commanded to get into 
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went down again into the eib but in a ett 


the boat. The fear of death was then taken away, 
and I was reſolved to do the beſt I could to get in. 
One of our ſailors handed me a rope, but it was 
ſo ſhort I was forced to let go, not knowing whe- 
ther I ſhould fall into the ſea, or boat; for the ſea 
ran very high, and two of our men were loſt during 
the ſhort time J had been below. They were'get- 
ting into the boat when I was ſeized with fear, and 
I faw it was not groundleſs ; for had I then pro- 
ceeded to get in, I ſhould in all probability have 


been drowned. For as ſoon as I had turned my 


back to go down into the cabin, the gunwale of 
te ſhip took the boat ſide, and had like to have 


funk her, and the two poor men were caſt out, the 


loſs of whom ſorrowfully affected my mind; and 
the imminent danger I had been in, with a ſenſe of 
the Lord's goodneſs and mercy in preſerving me 
at that time, brought me very low, in humble 
thankfulneſs for ſo great a deliverance, looking 
upon it as a tender care and fatherly —_— for ſo 
poor creature as I am. 

When we came up to the French ſhip, our men 
aſſiſted me in getting on board, and led me through 


a croud of ſuch creatures, as I thought were more 


like brutes than men ; but they offered me no vio-- 
lence. When I came into the cabin, I was placed 
| behind 


ave oa. add > on 
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me what he could, till I was fettled in my new 
lodging. 


. 


behind a large cheſt of arms, which was their table; 


where I fat for ſeveral hours, very ſtill, and la- 
boured to get to ſuch a right and true compoſure 
of mind, that I might be enabled to eg with 
patience, what had then befallen me. . 
The hurry about the booty being pretty mur 
over, towards night they came to ſettle in the cabin; 
and ſeeing me take little notice of what they either 
ſaid or did, they looked earneſtly at me, and aſked 
our captain who I was. He told them I was a 
Quaker miniſter, and intended for Fennſylvania. 
They made many fine ſpeeches, and told me, I was 
welcome to any thing they had, and would have me 
call for what I wanted. When meat came to 
table, they invited me to eat; but I told them I 
was not for eating, my appetite being quite gone. 
When they thought it was time for. us to go to bed, 
JI was had down into the hold, which was fo cloſe, 
and the hammocks hung ſo near to one another, I 
was forced to creep on my hands and knees, till I 
came to that I was to lodge in. The young man 
that conducted me. was one of the officers, and I 
underſtood. he put me in his own hammock, As 
he was making it fit, I thought he ſeemed to do it 
with a very good will; but the place being ftrait, 
and I lying in all my clothes, made it hard work 
for me to get in. However, he ſtaid and helped? 


——— 2 „ 7 * * 


The French ſoow brought her to, boarded! her, tic 
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lodging. A few hours after I had plenty of com- 7 


pany. As they crept under me they lifted me up, tt 
and when they were all placed in their reſpective b 


lodgings, I perceived ſome lay upon the boards a 


under me. However, the cloſeneſs of the place, d 


and the diſagreeable ſmell, with a fear which then M + 


ſeized my mind, that theſe creatures would do me 


ſome miſchief, had like to have quite ayerſet me, 


ti 
a 
ſo that T was nigh fainting” away, and ready to e: 
query whether I ſhould live till morning. In chis u 
F 
E 
re 


great ſtrait,” the Lord appeared for my help. I: 


ſenſibly felt ſtrength adminiſtered, and it aroſe in 


my mind, that thoſe I was aftaid of would not hurt 
me. I ü believed it was the truth, and in a little c 


time, being much wearied, I fell into a ſound ſleep hi 


till morning. When I came upon deck, our poor ſu 
men came to me, and complained of their hard tu 
lodgings, and what was worſe, the thoughts of a E 


cloſe impriſonment” when they ſhould: come on m 
ſhore. It made me ſorrowful to hear their com- he 


plaints, for they lad heard the priſoners fared: very he 
poorly. I ſpake as comfortably as I could, and lil 
exhorted them to live in the fear of the Lord. This ta 
day we came up with a veſſel bound for Plymouth, he 
taken from the French by one of our ſhips of war. hi 


nd brought all the men to us but one; The two 
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n The captain being a man of very ſtrong paſſions, 
Py to be taken priſoner was almoſt more than he could 
Ve bear: when they were fate down, I faw he was 

ds almoſt overcome. with grief, which I a little won- 
ey dered at, After ſome time T went and fat by him, 


en | and ſaid I would not hate him too mach caſt down; 
ne trouble and diſappointment happened' to all men, 
ie, and this was what ſuch men as he might reaſonably 
to expect. He ſaid nothing as I remember, but ſoon 
is went out, and after a while came again with a 


1 Frenchman along with him who could ſpeak 
in "WF Engliſh, and pretended great friendſhip to me, and 
irt requeſted that I would go along with him and the 
tle captain into a private place; for he was deſirous to 
ep have ſome diſcourſe with me. It did not ſeem to 
ſuit my inelination, but through their much impor- 
rd tuning me, I went. When we were ſettled, tne 
2 Engliſhman told me; he had been attended with 
on W misfortunes even from his childhood, and thought 
n- he had been in a fair way of making his fortune, but 
Ty he had met with this diſappointment, which was 
nd like to be a great loſs to him. He then began to 
1is talk about religion, and expreſſed a great defire in 


th, heart to live in the fear of the Lord. He ſpoke 
ar. highly of the ceremonies uſed amongſt them, men- 
er, tioning baptiſm with water, and bread and wine, 
NO which they call the ſacrament; I told him we were 


re. not in the practice of uſing them, believing ſuch 
he ceremonies 


— — 
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ceremonies not to be eſſential to ſalvation. He 
ſaid I was a ſtrange man, but finding myſelf not at 
all diſpoſed to have any farther diſcourls:; at that 
time, I defired to withdraw. 

"I was much favoured with ſtillneſs, and a ſweet com- 
poſure of mind, which, to my great comfort, I found 
did ſtrengthen and fortify me againſt the aſſaults of 
the enemy, which I met with both inwardly and 
outwardly, When I looked at my preſent ſituation, 
and what was likely to be the conſequence, fearing 
I might be a ſtumbling-block in the way of many, 
and bring. diſhonour to Truth, I was much caſt 
down, and did often cry, «© Lord, if I had been 
« worthy, thou wouldft have. preſerved me out of 


&« the hands of ſuch unreaſonable men.“ But the 


good Shepherd of Iſrael did caſt his mantle of love 
over me, and ſtilled my crying, ſo that ] was in 
a good degree made willing to ſubmit, to what he 
ſhould ſee meet to ſuffer to come upon me. Whilſt 
I was here, fervent and ſtrong deſires were in my 


heart for thoſe I had left behind me, in many places, 


that they might be preſerved in the fear of the Lord. 
As to outward food, I eat very little ſeveral days, 


Many faid, I ſhould be fick, and often intreated me 


to eat; but I did not eat much, till I found I could 
take it both with freedom of mind, and a good appe- 


tite, which had been quite gone. The French- 


men, as I frequently walked upon deck amongſt 
them, 
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them, were become milder, and never offered to do 
me any harm, except one at the firſt, and he was 
prevented from hurting me. I alſo ſat, and walked 
often upon quarter- deck, the officers all looking on 
me with a pleaſant countenance, except the cap- 
tain, who, I ſuppoſe, took offence at my not con- 
forming to them when they went to prayers, which 
was twice a day. 

One evening, as we were fittiog i in the cabin, a 
young Frenchman aſked the 'man of war's captain 
before mentioned (pointing at me), concerning our 
principles. He told him, we were a ſtrange people; 
we both diſowned baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. 
The Frenchman looked at me with diſdain, and 
then began to ſpeak much in behalf of both, laying 
great ſtreſs eſpecially upon the latter; for he 
ſeemed a very zealous young man for their way. 
Then both joining, they came to a concluſion, that 
thoſe who were not in the practice of them could 
not be ſaved. Their diſcourſe was in Latin, and 
though I am not a Latin ſcholar, I underſtood ſo 
much, that I gathered the purport of their diſcourſe. 
When they had done, I told the captain he had done 
very wrong, in miſrepreſenting the people called 
Quakers, to that man. He aſked, in what? I 
told him, I underſtood he had been telling him we 
diſowned baptiſm, and the ſupper. He ſaid, he 
underſtood by me, that we did not own the ſacra- 
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ments: I told him, there was no ſuch word made 
uſe of in ſcripture, that I knew of; but baptiſm 
and the ſupper were, and we owned and believed 
both to be eſſential to ſalvation. My mind was 
then opened concerning baptiſm, in the ſeveral 
paſſages of ſcripture which ſtrengthen and confirm 
it, that the baptiſm which is ſaving muſt needs be 
ſpiritual ; and if fo, then no need of water: for the 
apoſtle faith, „One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, 
Eph. iv. 5. and that themſelves owned water to be 
but an outward and vifible ſign of an inward and 
ſpiritual grace. I was led on, till I came to that 


laſt ſupper or paſſover,-which our Lord did partake 


of- with his diſciples; and told them, what our Lord 
then ſaid to his diſciples was, © As often as ye do 
«this, do it in remembrance of me, to ſhew forth 


my death until I come.” This was no com- 


mandment to perpetuate the out ward ſupper, or 


paſſover that being a Jewiſh-ordinance, which he 


then had nigh finiſhed, when he nailed the hand- 
writing of ordinances to kis croſs. But I told 
them, they might ſee in the Revelations of John,; 
what he ſaid concerning his coming, where he ſaith, 


« Behold, I ſtand at the door; and knock; and if 


« any man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 
will come in to him, and ſup with him, and he 
& with me.“ Rev. iii. 20. It is this ſupper and 


coming we own, and in our meaſure partake of; 


for 
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for this was the communion of the ſaints. Several 
ſcriptures opening then in my mind, to confirm that 
baptiſm and ſupper, which are ſaving, to be ſpiritual; 
and as bodily exerciſe proſiteth little, ſo that which 
is only outward and elementary, could not profit 
the ſoul. They heard me very patiently, and did 
not make any objections. Being pretty eaſy, I 
left them to have their diſcourſe to themſelves, that 
the officer might have opportunity to inform the 
man what I had ſaid. | 

Now our confinement at ſea was nigh over, but 
as we came nigh in with the ſnore, we were chaſed 
by an Engliſh man of war, who came faſt up with 
us, and gave our men. great expectations of being 
releaſed; and indeed the Frenchmen expected no 
other than to be taken. Every man prepared him- 
ſelf for removing, and was in great fear; but we 
were ſo near the rocks, the man of war durſt follow 
us no farther, only gave us one ſhot which came 
over us, and then ſheered off. The great expecta- 
tion our men were in of being retaken being 
diſappointed, made them more ſorrowful than be- 
fore; but it did not much affect me, for I was 
now more reconciled in my mind, to bear with 
patience what the Lord ſhould ſee meet to try me 
with, I had ſtrongly deſired before not to go to 
France, but in a few hours we came into a ſmall 
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ſhjp of war. We did not land till next morning. 
This night I met with ſomething that was very 
unpleaſant to me, for the captain going on ſhore, 
and the men thinking all ſecure, when night came 
on moſt of them went to Teſt; but the man of 
war's captain and ſome of his men, as it afterwards 
appeared, had conſulted about cutting the veſſel 
out of the harbour. We had more liberty given 
this night than we had before. The two man of 
war's men, our captain, and myſelf, were ordered 
to lie in the cabin. Riddell had lain in it before, 
but now he was to lie in the captain's hammock, 
being a favourite, and I in his bed; but he not ac- 


cepting it, I got in. This I perceived gave great 
offence, therefore to prevent further trouble I foon 


quitted it, and ſat me down by the man of war's 
captain, who had got to writing. 

I had by this time contracted ſuch an IRE 
with him, that T could make bold to fee what he 
was writing, without giving him any offence ; and 
when I came to ſee what he was writing, and found 
it was only to ſpend time, it gave me ſome uneaſi- 
neſs, for-it then began to be late. I did not ſud- 


denly ſay any thing to him, but took notice of his 
motions and looks, and ſaw his countenance was 


very much diſcompoſed. All began now to be 
very ſtill, None were up in the cabin but him 
and myſelf, and the young Frenchman before- 

mentioned, 
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mentioned, who kept guard, and he had no weapon 
in his hand. I aſked the captain if he was not for 
bed. He ſaid, he could not go to bed. I then 
told him, I would not have him think of making 
any attempts to take the veſſel out of the harbour. 
He ſaid he ſnould make no difficulty of it, if he 
had any body to ſtand by him. I ſignified, I 
thought it could not be done without much blood- 
ſhedding, if at all; and I ſhould be very f6rry to 
ſee any thing of that kind, though my liberty was 
as dear to me as any of theirs. He ſaid, I need 
not be afraid, nobody would hurt me. I told 
him, that was more than he knew; for, as I had 
been with them all the evening, they would 
think I had a hand in the plot, and fo I might loſe 
my life undeſervedly. 

I laid before him all the difficulties I was capable 
of, as that of laying under the fort, and their man 
of war a little diſtance off, with a very rocky har- 
bour to get out of; all which ſeemed to have but 
little effe&t on him. So I thought it was beſt to 
conſult my own ſafety ; for, if there was a ſkirmiſh, - 
I ſhould, if I ſtaid there, be in the midſt of it. 80 
I went down to my old lodgings, but could find 
no reſt for my body, my mind being very uneaſy. ' 
I therefore crept out again, all being ſtill in the 
ſhip, and but few upon deck. I went into the 
cabin, where I found them as I left them; but 


having 
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having a little more courage than before, I told 
the captain, I was reſolved to hinder any diſtur- 
bance if I could; adding, he ſurely was not in v 
his right ſenſes to think of any ſuch thing, as his t 
men, I ſuppoſed, knew nothing of it. He ſaid I I * 
was miſtaken, for he had told one or two of them It 
in the evening, and they would acquaint all the reſt, ft 
and he could have them all up in a few minutes. * 
It was now about midnight, and his men, I iſ c 
fuppoſe, thinking it high time to get to work, tb 
came upon deck without calling, and ſeemed to be ve 
in high ſpirits, for they talked chearfully, and, I bi 
thought, gave ſeveral ſignals to their maſter, that 
they were ready. I was in a great ſtraight how to 
act, but thought it would be beſt to endeavour to 
keep peace if I could, having ſaid as much as was 
neceſſary. I therefore fat me down cloſe by him, 
with an intent to lay hold of him if he offered to 
take up a weapon, which was very nigh at hand. 
Great ſtrugglings were in his mind, as he himſelf 
afterwards confeſſed. He often was juſt upon the 
point; but the Lord, in his great mercy, did inter- 
poſe, and my mind began to be calm and ſtill, and 
all fear was taken away. I then, looking at him, 
ſaw his countenance become more compoſed and 
ſolid. I aſked him if he would not go to bed. 
He threw down his pen, and ſaid he would. The 
young Frenchman fat by all this time, but per- 
ceived nothing of their deſign, 


The 


WILLIAM RECKITT. 2x 


The night was pretty far ſpent, and the men, 
who had walked the deck a conſiderable time, 
thinking nothing would be done, went down to 
their beds; and when I had ſeen the maſter ſettled 
in his, I lay me down upon a bulk-head of the 
ſhip, which was ſo narrow I could only lie upon 
my fide, there being nothing better in the cabin 
that I could find; but my mind being eaſy, after 
the pain it had been in, I fell aſleep. It was a 
very cold night, and the partition of our cabin was 
but canvaſs, When I awaked I was ſtiff, but did 
not take cold, The Lord was pleaſed to preſerve 
me, though I often ſaid in my mind I did not 
think myſelf worthy, and more eſpecially becauſe 
he had ſuffered this great exerciſe to come upon 
me; which, I ſeveral times was made ſenſible, 
would have been a light matter with him to have 
hindered, if he had ſeen meet. I often cried to 
him in the ſecret of my heart, that if there was any 
iniquity lodging in me, he would be pleaſed to 
take it away; and, if this my going was not con- 
ſiſtent with his will, that he would be pleaſed to 
ſhew me how and wherein I have miſſed my way, 
that I might not bring a reproach upon the Truth, 
and a trouble and exerciſe upon his people. It 
was not long we had to ſtay amongſt this ſort of 
company, for by that time the ſun was up, the 
captain, - with ſeveral more ſuch as himſelf, came 
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aboard, alſo two of their friars in their odd ſort 
of dreſs, I ſuppoſe to ſee what _ could get in 
the ſcramble. L 
When breakfaſt was over, as ſeveral of us weth 
to be ſearched before they took their leave of us, 
thoſe appointed to do that buſineſs Maid in the 
cabin. The captain and ſeveral others went out, 
and I amongſt the reſt, but was ſoon called in 
again, for they ſearched me one of the firſt, When 
I came in, they told me, they wanted my money, 
I ſaid not much to them, but thought if they had 
it they ſhould take it from me; ſo they began to 
ſearch me, and took what they could find, which 
was but one guinea in money, and all other things 


they found about me of any value ; but my wearing - 


clothes they gave me again. When they had 
ſearched me as long as they thought fit, they let 
me go, but they were not contented, for they had 
got it into their minds that I had a conſiderable 
ſum of money, and a gold watch; therefore I was 
no ſooner gone out but they fetched me in again, 
and I was ſearched in every part where they thought 
any money could be concealed. I was ſo grieved 
with them, I could not hold my peace, but ſaid 
they pretended to be gentlemen and men of honour, 


but now they did not appear to be ſuch; for it was 


good works which made men truly honourable; 
and, as to what they could do to me, I faid I was 
| not 
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not afraid of. Indeed, all tlie was taken away 
from me; I did not ſeem afraid of my life, but 
whether I did well in telling them ſo, I afterwards 
cueried ; for I thought that courage was only given 
me for my own ſupport, and not to laviſh away at 
that rate. However, I came off pretty well, for 
they let me put on and carry away as many clothes 
as ſerved to keep me warm. Il 

We were on board eleven days, and then were 
landed near a town called Roſcone. When we 
came to it, many people were gathered to ſee us, 
amongſt whom was a mixture of black coats: two 
of them came to me, and one taking hold of my 
ſleeve aſked me, as I ſuppoſed, what religion I was; 
of, and whether I could ſpeak Latin. I told them, 
as I was a priſoner they had no buſineſs with, me, 
and I did not incline to have any diſcourſe with, 
them; therefore deſired they would not aſk me any 
more queſtions. They turned off, ſaying, He 
© is for no controverſy.* If I had been aſked an 
honeſt queſtion concerning the hope that is in me; 
believe I ſhould have had an anſwer according to 
Truth; but Ty ought not to be caſt before 
ſwine, 

As ſoon as 1 had got quit of the two prieſts, 
there came a man to me, who ſeemed to be of 
ſome conſiderable account in the world, and ſaid, 
be was ſorry to ſee me there, but it was the fortune 
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of war; he wiſhed me ſafe in England again. 
He went to one of his acquaintance who lived in 
the town, and after ſome diſcourſe came and 
invited me and Riddel, with the other two, to his 
houſe, and ſet before us ſuch as they had, and de- 
fired us to eat and drink. There was alſo a 
woman in the houſe, much concerned about our 
having to walk to Morlaix that night, which was 
twelve miles, and ſent to hire horſes but none 
were to be had.” She therefore gave ſtrict charge 
to the foldiers that conducted us, to hire horſes at 
the next place, and ſhe would pay the charge. I 
wiſh many may follow her example in being kind 
to ſtrangers, for what ſhe did I thought was of 
great ſervice to me, The ſoldiers hired horſes for 
four of us when we came to the next town, which 
was four miles. This town was pretty large, and 


there were many ſpectatore. That they might have 


a full view of us, the ſoldiers had us into a con- 
venient place, and ſtood round us at a little diſtance. 
The people gathered fo thick, they could ſcarce 
ſand one by another; and in this poſture they kept 
us about half an hour. Then they had us to an 
inn, where we were put into a large chamber, and 
meat and drink were ſet before us; but before we 
were well fat down, ſeveral men and women of the 
upper rank came in; the rabble ſtaid moſtly below. 
Whilſt we were at meat, ſome of them turned 

| up 


oy” we ny My Oy @ @ 9 it 


on 
= 


2 9 © 


my ww wo 


N 


© 0 „ me 


WILLIAM RECKITT. 29 


up my coat laps, and examined what my clothes 
were made of as well as they could, and com- 
mended them for being good. They ſeemed not 
to take ſo much notice of any as they did of me; 
often pointing at me, ſaying I was a miniſter, a 
prieſt. Several gay women ſat behind the table, 
where they had opportunity to look at me as much 
as they pleaſed. They were very light and airy, 
which I ſhewed ſome diſlike to, and told them I 
had heard the-French uſed good manners, and 
knew how to behave well; but it could not be 
ſaid fo of them, for it was not good manners to 
come into our room without leave, and when they 
were in not to behave foberly and well. I foon 
perceived. I had an interpreter, for ſome among 
them underſtood Engliſh and informed the reſt; 


upon which they left the room, and it was ſoon 


pretty clear, Aſter them came in ſeveral young 
men, who both looked and behaved well. I had 
nothing in my mind againſt being free, and look- 
ingly pleaſantly on them; for this, when ſeaſonable, 
hath a good effect. 

The next place we came to of any account was 
Morlaix; it was night when we got in, and we 
were obliged to ſtand and fit in the ſtreet, till they 
got orders from the commiſſary what to do with us. 
I thought the time very long, more on account of 
our poor men than myſelf ; for they had walked till 
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they ſweated, and ſome of them were ill. To ſit 
in the ſtreet an hour or more, in a cold night, I 
thought was almoſt enough to give them their 
death. When orders came, they were to take us 
to priſon; but a merchant, one F orney who was 
agent of the prizes, met us in the ſtreet, and took 
Riddel, the two men of war's men, and myſelf, to 
a tavern, where we had what we pleaſed to call for, 
but not at the cheapeſt rate. Our landlord was 
an Iriſhman, and I perceived had a * good 
opinion of himſelf. 

After we had ſupped, and he had informed bim- 
ſelf what I was, he entertained us with a diſh of as 
unſavoury diſcourſe about religion, as I thought 
I had ever heard, and what made it more irkſome 
he held it very long. He fetched a book, out of 
which he ſaid he taught his children, and as he read 
ſome of our people were ſo weak as to commend it, 

which made him more eager. I do not remember 
that I either anſwered any of his queſtions, or made 

any objections to what he ſaid; but, when he told 

me he intended to bring ſome of my brethren to 

ſee me, meaning the prieſts, for he ſaid they would 

like to have ſome diſcourſe with me, I told him 
41 he need not bring any there on my account, for 1 
15 | | did not want any of their company : ſo that was 
1 put an end to, for they never came to me while I 
ſtaid in Morlaix. Whilſt I was here, the young 
= Ys man 
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man came to ſee me, who took care of me the firſt 
night I lodged aboard the privateer, and ſaluted 
me in a very friendly manner. This young man 
took more notice of me than any other all the time 
I was aboard, and when they were ſtripping and 
ſearching me he ſtamped upon the deck, and 
ſhewed great reſentment, as Riddel told me, and 
knowing he had not wronged me could cheerfully 
come to ſee me; but the others, who had, did not 
care to fee me, and though I often met them in 
the ſtreet they endeavoured to ſhun me, and would 
not look me in the face if they could avoid it. I 
thought it was a brave thing to have a conſcience 
void of offence both towards God and men. 

We were. brought before one of their chief 


officers, called the commiſſary, to have our names 


entered, and ſuch as could not find bail, muſt go 
to priſon. This man and his wife took great 
offence at my hat being in- its place, as likewiſe 
did the commiſſary at Roſcone, who was an old 
man and ill of the gout, upon his bed; but, ſeve- 
ral capital people of the town being preſent, he 
was much diſpleaſed, becauſe I did not give them 
that honour which was none of their due, When 
I had given in my name, I ſoon quitted the room. 
This commiſſary was a young man, and ſeveral 
were in the room with him. I had not aſked any 
Wye to be bail for me, for I was eaſy, and the 
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thoughts of the priſon did not terrify me, though 
we had heard a very diſmal account of it ; however 
Forney, whom I mentioned before, after he had 
called Riddel afide and aſked him concerning me, 
ventured to be bail for me. I ſtaid a little while 
in the room after our people were withdrawn, and 
looked at the great man as he fat in his chair, and 
thought his countenance was ſomewhat milder, and 
he ſpake pretty kindly to me when we parted. It 
was ſaid, he was very bitter againſt all the Engliſh, 
and had uttered many harſh expreflions againſt 
them ; but his glaſs was then almoſt run, a by 
lived but a little while after this. 
Forney, who had paſſed his word for me, being 
agent, had my papers and letters, which I found 
he did not chuſe to part with, except my certificate, 
my letter of credit, and another paper or two, 
wich he did not think worth while to keep. I 
perceived he was a ſelfiſh man, for after he under- 
ſtood the little money that I ſhould want was not 
to come through his hands, he came to me, and 
with an unpleaſant tone told me he would not 
ſtand bound for me any longer. I ſaid, I did not 
intend to give him any offence in employing another 
to do my buſineſs, yiz. Charles Sermanſon, a mer- 
chant, ' who was of great ſervice to me afterwards, 
| when I came to be acquainted with him. When 


he heard Forney would not be bound for me apy 
longer, 
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longer, he ſaid. he would be bound for me, as freely 
as he would for his own brother. So I was ſtill 
kept out of priſon, Whilſt we were here, we were 
examined at the admiralty office, where they aſked 
many queſtions, and I thought if I had been enough 
aware of them I ſhould have come better off than 
I did. Before they had us into the room where we 
were examined, they had ſomething of the form of 
an oath, I told them I could not take it, being 
againſt our principles. After ſome diſcourſe about 
it, they, not being willing to let me paſs without 
examining, had me' into their room, and aſked me 
my name and place of abode, whether I was mar- 
ried, and what children; to which I anſwered. 
They afked what preparations were making in 
England for war? To which I anfwered, as I did 
not concern myſelf about ſuch things, E ſhould ſay 
nothing about them. He aſked other queſtions, 
about the manner of our being taken, and what was 
taken from. me; and about our ſhip and cargo, 
Then afier a pretty long pauſe he ſaid, © Now I 
© have ſome cloſe queſtions to aſk you, but you 
« muſt not be angry.” I was ſilent, not knowing 
how I ſhould come off. He then aſłed me, whether 
L was a miniſter ? I ſaid, I did not chuſe to be put 
under that denomination. He ſaid, What then? 
] told him, my buſineſs when at home was to- 
look after and feed cattle, and ſuch in our country 
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were called graziers. He aſked me what I was 


going to do in Pennſylvania? I ſaid, © to viſit my 
« friends: *—whether I knew any body there? I ſaid, 
© I was acquainted with but a few :*—whether I was 


ſent by the Quakers? I told him, I was not; 


© though I had their approbation therein.“ He then 
aſked me, whether or no the Quakers would fight 
if they were attacked by an enemy? I ſaid, © it was 
© not my buſineſs then to tell him whether they would 
cor not; it was enough for me to anſwer for my- 
© ſelf.” Then, ſaid he, if you were ſmitten on one 


cheek, would not you turn the other? Or, if 


they took away your coat, would not you give 


them your cloke alſo? I faid, it was ſo in Scrip- 
ture, but I had not freedom at that time to anſwer 


© thoſe queſtions.* He aſked me no more queſtions 
at that time, that I remember. _ 
About this time I ſuffered much in my ſpirit; 


the reaſon is beſt known to the Lord, I was heavy 


and ſorrowful in my mind both night and day for 
ſome- time, and much afraid leſt I ſhould bring 
diſhonour to Truth, by my unfaithfulneſs or ſome 
flip or other that I had made or might make, for 
want of care and watchfulneſs in that ſtrange 
Jand, ſeparated from my brethren, and deprived of 
all outward help and comfort. But this to me was 


a profitable ſeaſon, for I found the fear of the Lord, 
which was then in my heart, did preſerve me from 


evil, 
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evil, and falling into temptation. Though ſuch 
company as I had was very unpleafant to me, 
and I thought myſelf © unfit for converſation, yet, 
when by honeſt inquirers I was aſked queſtions 
concerning our faith and principles, I was helped, 
in the openings of Truth, to give them an anſwer 
concerning the hope that was in me; ſcriptures 
freely opening, and all things brought to my re- 
membrance, ſufficient to put to ſilence and ſtop 
es mouths of gainſayers. . 

Whilſt I ſtaid in Morlaix, Charles Sermanſon 
(before mentioned) who often invited me to hrs 
houſe, - one evening as we were in difcourſe aſked 
me why J went abroad in ſuch troubleſome times? 


I told him I believed it to be my duty, for nothing 


elſe would have induced me to leave all that were 
near to me in this world, as wife and children, but 
a ſenſe of duty to God, and obedience to what 
I believed he required of me; for as to outward 
gain or advantage I had nothing of that in my 
view, for ſuch as have "OY rte muſt _ 
7 

Thus Krenz forth the nature, call, and quali- 
fication of the true miniſtry, I ſaw it had ſome 
reach upon him and his wife, who ſat by and deſired 


that he would interpret to her what I ſaid. When 


the underſtood I had left a wife and children behind 
me, ſhe faid that could not be confiſtent with the 
B 6 will 
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done well, for that was his great weakneſs, and 
| ſhe hoped he would take notice of it. I ſaid, by 
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will of God. I ſignified, ſhe did not conſider 
Chriſt ſaith, „ He that loveth father or mother, 
wife or children, houſes or lands, more than me, 
“ is not worthy of me. I took the liberty to re- 
prove her huſband for taking the great and ſacred 
name in vain, which I ſuppoſe made ſome alter- 
ation in his countenance. She then aſked bim 
what I faid. When he told her, ſhe ſaid I had 


turning our minds to the light of Chriſt in our 
hearts, which reproveth for ſin, as we came to yield 
obedience to it, we ſhould be helped to overcome 
our weakneſſes. She ſaid I was a faint, and had 
overcome the temptations of the world. I ſid, 
what I am, it is by grace, I have nothing to boaſt 
of, and by grace I am ſaved. out of many tempta- 


tions of the world; yet was a man of like paſſions, 


and liable to many weakneſſes, as they were, and 
was no longer ſafe than whilſt J kept upon my 
watch, My mind was opened to point out to them 
the way of ſalvation ſcripture being brought to 
confirm the ſufficiency, work, and operation of the 
grace of God, upon the hearts of the children of 
men, with the ſaving help there is in it, as it is 
yielded obedience unto. It was a ſeaſonable op- 
portunity. Finding freedom, 1 let him fee the 
certificate I had from my friends. When he had read 

1 it, 
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it, he ſaid he liked it very well. I told him ſome- 
thing of the good order we had amongſt us, which 
he ſeemed to approve well of; but ſaid, he could 
but admire that I ſhould take ſo much pains, with- 
out any view of outward advantage. I told him, 
what I had ſaid was the truth. He ſaid, he did be- 
lieve it was; but, ſaid he, our prieſts would not go 

acroſs that room without being paid. | 
Perceiving that what had already paſſed had ſome 
good effect, for the man was very loving, and his 
underſtanding meaſurably opened to diſtinguiſh 
between the true and falſe miniſters, I took my 
leave for that time and went to my quarters, which 
was at a tavern, where I was for ſerveral days, 
and had much company of divers forts. As I 
appeared to them ſomewhat ſingular, they wanted 
to know what I was, and ſuch as could fpeak 
Engliſh would aſk me queſtions; and as I found 
freedom I anſwered them. One came as I was 
fitting in a room, there being a pretty deal of com- 
pany, and aſked why the Quakers would not fight ? 
I told him, the weapons of the primitive believers 
were not carnal, but ſpiritual and mighty, through 
faith, to the pulling down ſin and the ſtrong holds 
of Satan; and ſuch as are now come under the 
peaceable government of the great King of kings 
(who ſaid, if his kingdom had been of this world, 
then his ſervants would have fought), cannot fight 
; with 
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with carnal weapons; though there may ſeem as 
great a neceſſity, as there was when our Lord was 
delivered to the Jews. I had to open ſeveral paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture, which ſet forth the peaceable 


government of Chriſt, who came not to deſtroy 


mens lives, but to ſave them; and that it was not 
the Lamb's nature to tear and devour, but the wolf's. 
This opportunity was ſeaſonable, the people were 


very ſtill and attentive. He that aſked me this 


queſtion had often been with me, and had aſked 
many queſtions, but was now ſilent, and ſeemed 
to go away ſatisfied; for the power of od, was 
over them at that time. 

After ſome time, I, with ** vines who were 
Aue at large, was ordered into the country 
about thirty miles, to a town called Carhaix. 
Charles Sermanſon ſupplied me with what money 1 


wanted, and alſo recommended me to a friend of 
his there, one John Grace, a counſellor at law, 


who, during my ſtay, ſhewed ſeveral tokens of his 
regard and hearty friendſhip, after he and I came to 
be acquainted ; though I may ſay with ſafety, I never 
ſought his, nor any other's favour, by any indirect 


means, or in a way Truth did not admit of. 


When I went to his houſe,” it was in the evening, 
and he taking the letter with his hat off made à 
bow, but I not returning it as he expected, he, 


Io" an earneſt look and fomewhat of an un- 


pleaſant 
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pleaſant tone, ſaid, I might go to the tavern, and 
he would come to me in the morning. He did ſo, 

and told me, as I had been recommended to his 
care by his good friend Charles Sermanſon, he 
would do the beſt he could in providing me a 
private lodging; and any other ſervice he could do 
me, which lay in his power, ſhould not be wanting. 
I told him, I was obliged to him, and was glad to 
find him, and ſome others of his countrymen, ſo 
well diſpoſed as to be kind to ſtrangers; and, as L 
was a ſtranger and alſo a priſoner, I ſhould be 
glad of his aſſiſtance. He ſaid, he was glad he 
had the opportunity of aſſiſting his fellow creatures; 

for he looked upon it to be no more than his duty. 
Then we walked into the town, where he provided 

me a chamber, and I had every thing found me 
that was neceſſary. My new landlord took great 
notice of my behaviour, and I ſuppoſe at firſt did 
not know how to behave himſelf towards me, that 
I might not be offended ; for being poor, he was 
glad of a little money. He could ſpeak no Engliſh, 


and I but little French, ſo we could have no — 85 


verſation; but he told one of the Enel 
who ſpoke French, that I did him good, though u 
could not,gnderſtand me. He was a peruke- maker 
by trade, and when he had left work in the even- 
ings, he and his wife would come and ſit with me 
a. - contierable time in ſilence; which was nat 
diſagreeable | 
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diſagreeable to me: for ſometimes, I believe, we 
were favoured with good, when we fat in ſilence. 
His wife was a religious woman, and of a ſolid ſober 
behaviour, fo far as I ever ſaw. - I ſaid in their 
houſe three months, and then took lodgings in | 
another place; three young men in like circum- 
ſtances with myſelf deſiring very much to be with 
me, and they not having room for us all I left 
them. As the young men behaved well, their 
company was agreeable, two of them being 
Friends fons; though they did not in many things 
take up the croſs as they ought to have done, yet 
their behaviour to me was ſuch as gained my love 
and affection. One of them ſoon after died in 
the French priſon, being, when taken, upon his 
paſſage to Rhode Ifland where his parents lived, 
at whoſe houſe I afterwards was, and found them 
very forrowtul, for they had Joſt three of their ſons, 
| two at ſea, and one in priſon. As theſe things 
| _ affected and made ſome imprefions _ wy mind, 
I made a few remarks. 

"2 . John Grace, the counſellor; after x linte-white 
1 4 3 ume very loving, and had me often to bis houſe, 
. not being far from my lodgings, and 1 found 
Fa myſelf very free to converſe with hic aud told 
him in freedom at one time, iſ he had anything 
in his mind to aſk concerning our foriety or ples 
ples, I would have him be quite free,” for I 
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be willing to anſwer honeſtly according to the beſt 
of my underſtanding. He ſaid, he underſtood we 
did not baptize with water. ] told him, the apoſtle 
Paul faith, „There is one Lord, one faith, one 
e baptiſm ; ** and water, how or by whomſoever 
adminiſtered, is only ſufficient to put away the 
filth of the fleſh, but not able to waſh away the 
ſins of the ſoul. The ſame apoſtle ſaid, © He was 
« not_ſent to baptize, (he there muſt be under- 
ſtood with water) “ but to preach the goſpel,” 
which is the power that baptizeth into the one Spirit. 
He further ſaith concerning himſelf, that he was 
not a whit behind the chiefeſt of the apoſtles ; yet 
he thanks God, he had baptiſed no more than the 
few he recites, which he would not have done, if 
baptiſm with water had been the one baptiſm 
eliential to ſalvation. He ſaid, he thought there 
o1ght to be ſomething done to children by the 
miniſter, to initiate them into the church. I faid, 
as to our not being in the practice of ſprinkling 
children with water, or ſigning them with the fign 
of the croſs, as it was not ſcriptural, we could not 
de juſtly blamed for being in the diſuſe of it. He 
then ſaid, if he had at firſt put on the prieſt's gown, 
inſtead of that he then wore, he ſhould have thought 
it his buſineſs to have ſearched more into the Scrip- 
tures. I told him, I took him to be a man of that 
underſtanding, as very well to know, it ought to 

7 ̃ be 
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be every ones buſineſs to ſearch into the things 
that belong to their own peace. He ſaid, it was 

true, but they had men who were learned, whom 
they paid, and he looked upon theſe. to be his 
teachers, and as for him he was but a hearer, and 
if they deceived him it would, be the worſe for 
themſelves ; they could not deceive God. I ſaid, 
it was true they could not; but, as the ſalvation 
of the ſoul is a thing of ſo great moment, we 

| ſhould not have our dependence upon others, and 
as to teachers we might know them by their fruits; 
for, according to Chriſt's own words, “ Men 
« do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of 
<« thiſtles.” He further ſaith to his miniſters, 
& Freely you have received, freely give.“ As to 
thoſe of polluted lips, I thought they could not 
profit the people at all. He faid, there was no 
Scripture that forbade marrying, and he thought 
their prieſts wrong in that; for they did not keep 
themſelves chaſte, but deluded and deceived many 
poor young women, I faid, it was great pity any WW wi 
ſhould be deprived of the benefit of the Scriptures, in 
for all ought to have liberty to try all things, that ſtr 
they may hold faſt that which is good; for it is ſee 
dangerous pinning: their faith upon other men's me 
ſleeves: © if the blind lead the blind, they will 1 
« both fall. into the ditch.” He then faid, he no 
ſhould be or to read ſome of our authors, which W he. 

YH Lon 
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I gave him ſome expeAations of * if I lived 


to return home. 

Some time after this, 55 ſent for me to dine 
with him, when I expected he would have had 
ſome prieſts with him, but he had not; though he 
told me he had invited one of their clergymen to 
dine with him, and acquainted: him I was to be 
there, but he deſired to be excuſed, alledging, 
he thought I ſhould be offended with his company. 
I aid I ſhould not, if he was a religious ſober man. 
I was not had before the commiſlary or chief magi- 
ſtrate, at my firſt coming here, with the reſt of the 
priſoners, . but this counſellor. gave in my name, 
and when they went to receive the government's 
allowance I went, not having enough to ſupport 
me without. But, hearing the commiſſary had 
uttered ſome very bitter [expreſſions againſt the 
Quakers, and me in particular for not putting off 
my hat, as he had obſerved when I met him in the 
ſtreet, I had an inclination to pay him à viſit, 
which I acquainted a young man with who could 
interpret for me, We found the commiſſary in the 
ſtreet. The young man told him, I was come to. 
ſe him, or pay him a viſit. He, looking earneſtly at 
me, after a pauſe took us into a room, and before 
I could fay any thing to him aſked me, why I did 
not put off my hat? I told him, uncovering our 
heads was what we did when we prayed and ad- 

4 ies dàteſſed 


4 


34 ' - JOURNAL OF - 


dreſſed the Almighty ; but to do it to our fellow. 
creatures was againſt our conſciences. . 

The anſwer, though ſhort, I perceived ſatisfied 
him, for his haughty countenance fell, and he then 
ſpake mildly, and ſaid, he had heard we did not 
baptize our children. I ſaid, we did not uſe water- 
baptiſm. * What do you then, faid he, inſtead 
© of water?” I faid, the one baptiſm, which we 
© believe to be ſaving and eſſential to ſalvation is 
«© ſpiritual, that of fire and the holy Ghoſt ; and as 
4 to little children, they are heirs of the kingdom 
b of heaven without water, or the help of any mor- 
| ©tal man.“ I told him, I had heard he faid ſome- 
thing againſt me, but I came in good will to pay 
him a friendly viſit, for I had a mind to ſpeak with 
him myſelf, He then took me by the hand, ſay- 
ing, he would not do me any hurt, but all the ſervice 
that lay in his power. I took my leave of him, with 
thankſulneſs that truth had thus far prevailed, and 
the young man was well fatisfied ; for he was ſome · 
what in fear before we went, having heard what 

the commiſſary had ſaid concerning me. Ever 
aſter, when I met with him, he looked pleaſantly, 


. and l believe never any more took offence at my hat, 


Charles Sermanſon, whilſt I was here, wrote me 
ſeveral kind letters; and mine, which I wrote to 
England, he took care to ſend to his correſpondent 
in London; by whom alſo my letters from home 
3 were 
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were lately conveyed to me, which made my con- 
finement much the eaſier, as I could often hear 
from my wife and family, and they from me. After 
I had been confined about five months, I was re- 
leaſed ; my paſſport coming to hand, I ſhewed it 
to John Grace, and he went with me to the' com- 
miſſary, who readily ſigned it, expreſſing his gladneſs 
that I had got my liberty and was going. to my 
family. He alſo gave leave to ſeveral of my fellow- 
priſoners, who were deſirous to accompany me to 
Morlaix, The 23d of the Fourth month, I took 
my leave of the counſellor and his family, with 
divers others both French and Engliſh who came 
to ſee me, in a very affectionate manner. When I 
came to Morlaix, I found a Dutch veſſel bound to 
Oſtend. Charles Sermanſon agreed with the maſter 
toſet me upon the Engliſh coaſt, if the wind would 
permit, which happened well the 28th of the Fourth 
month, 1757. 

When I came to London, I found ſeveral friends 
very glad to ſee me, having had a near ſympathy 
with me in my exerciſes; and I ſaw the Lord had 
been my helper and deliverer, in that he had been 
pleaſed to bring me ſafe to my native land; and 
not only fo, but I found Friends as nearly united to 
me as ever, which was a great cogtfort. For I 
had been afraid, left they ſhould talid at a diſtance 


from me; 1 the great name ſor 


Py evermore |! 
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evermore ! I found all well in that reſpect, and like- 
wiſe when I came to my on habitation, which 
was on the 11th of the Fifth month, 1757. 

1 ſoon {et out again for the Yearly Meeting in 
London, which began'the 28th of the Fifth month, 
this year. My brother Maw, and two other friends, 
accompanied me.. It was believed I was intending 
to proceed again to America ; but I could ſay little 
to it when aſked, till the Yearly Meeting was over 
and Friends moſtly gone out of town. I was then 
made ſenſible, it was my duty again to make pre- 
paration to ſet forward; a ſhip being near ready 
to ſail for Philadelphia. I then acquainted Friends 
with it, who left me to my liberty, expreſſed their 
unity with it, and made all things as eaſy for. me as. 


they could. For which my ſpirit was bowed, in 


thankfulneſs to the great, good, and wiſe Diſpoſer 
of all things, who can diſpoſe the minds of his 
people as he ſeeth meet; and who ever will, I 
believe, make way for all that put their truſt in him, 
that his requirings may be in all things duly anſ- 
wered. I took my leave of my wife and family in 


a ſolemn manner, not knowing I ſhould ſee them 


again in mutability. I alſo ſettled my outward 
affairs 1 in fuch order as I N 1 be for the 
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Graveſend, The veſſel being juſt ready to fail, I 
took leave of Friends and followed her in a mall 
veſſel as far as the Nore, two of my kind friends 
ſtill accompanying me, viz. John Sherwin, and 
Thomas Wagſtaffe. I went on board the ſhip, 
and they returned to London. We arrived in the 
Downs the 21ſt, and waited for a convoy, it being | 
a time When much ſhipping were taken by the 
French. The people were not bing to o 80 with- | 
out men of war. 

J went on ſhore while here, 160 found a ſmall 
family of very ſenſible friends, of which I was glad. 
The 23d we weighed anchor, being in all about 
ſixty fail. We loſt light of land the 8h of the 
Seventh month, had a good paſſage, and in ten 
weeks from London, we got ſaſe to Philadelphia. 
Here I found ſeveral friends from Europe, in the 
ſervice of Truth. We were truly glad to ſee each 
other, and had comfortable meetings together: 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord ! I have great cauſe 
to be truly thankful, and, in humble reverence, to 
praiſe his great and everlaſting name, for many 


deliverances both by ſea and land. 1 may in truth 


ſay, his name hath been to me a ſtrong tower, and 
thither I have run and found ſafety; For though 
he ſuffers his to be tried, as in ti furnace of 
affliction, he will not leave nor fog J e them; but 
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and he hath granted them the petition of their fouls. 
Glory and honour be given to him, and that for 
evermore ! I ſtaid in and about n till 

the Yearly Meeting was over. 

The 5th of the Ninth month, 1757. I went int 


: 
\ 
h 
Eaft Jerſey, John Pemberton accompanying me, h 
We had a meeting at Haddonfield; thence to { 

I 

P 


Cheſter, and had a meeting there alſo, both to good 
ſatisfaction. We lodged at Edmund Holingſhead's, 
and on Firſt-day were at Eveſham meeting, which 
was attended with the ſeaſoning virtue and power 


of Truth. We went that night to Burlington, . 
and attended the Monthly Meeting on Second day, A 
which I thought was to general ſatisfaction. I 85 
lodged at John Smith's, a ſubſtantial friend, and a T 
very ſerviceable man in the Belas Here John F; 
Pemberton leſt me. F: 
I went next day to Ancocas, it being the 4th of pr 
the Tenth month, and 3d of the week. We the 
had a meeting there, which was hard in the begin- the 
ning, and dull; but that ſpirit of earthly-minded- * 
neſs, which had too much prevailed, was teſtified 3 
againſt, and truth, I think, did in a good degree hag 
ſpring up over all: praiſed be the great name for Fre 
ever! The 4th of the week, accompanied by Th 
another frieng, had two meetings at Mount Holly, WW | 
ty \ good ſatisfaction : we lodged at hole 


„ we had a meeting at 
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{hool-houſe, which was large, and though it held 
long, the people were very quiet: we lodged at 
William Smith's. Sixth-day, we had a meeting 


at Old Springfield ; Firſt- day at Mansfield. It 
was a large meeting, but the minds of the people 


hankering much after words, the ſpring of life that 
© had run through me being in a great meaſure 
to ſtopped, a cloud came and covered my tabernacle. 
od 


I (aw it was fafeſt to ſtand ſtill. We lodged at 
Peter Harvey's, a kind and ſteady friend. 

Next day, the Second of the week and roth 
oo of the month, -we had a meeting at a ſchool-houſe 
ads in the neighbourhood, which was ſmall but in 
Js ſome degree ſatisfactory: we lodged at William 
Smith's, and had a meeting at Upper Springfield on 
Third- day; at Freehold on Fourth; Croſwick's on 
Fifth; Borden town on Sixth, and Trenton on 
Firſt-day: we lodged here at William Morris's. 
From thence went to Stoney Brook, had a meeting 
there on the Second- day of the week, and 157th of 
the month, and lodged at James Clark's. In this 
place they had been hurt, and ſcattered in their 
minds; as alſo in ſeveral other places, where there 
had been a ſtriving, and a dividing ſpirit got in. 
From thence we went to Robins's meeting on 
Third-day, which was not ſo ſatisfactory as could 
have been deſired; ſome being ue the meeting 
holding long. FS 


b We 
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We went from thence to Squan, and had a 
meeting there on Fifth-day, amongſt a company of 
poor dark people, Then to Shrewſbury, the 22d 
of the Teath month, where was a meeting for 
Winiſters and elders. The meeting on Firſt -day 
was very large, and, conſidering the great numbers 
of people of all ranks, was quiet. Second-day, 
it was a good ſolid meeting, Truth prevailing 
ever all: praiſes be given to the great name for 
ever! The Son of righteouſneſs did ariſe with 
healing in his wings, and my ſoul was delivered as 
out of the pit; for I had been ready to deſpair, 
and thought I ſhould have been overcome by the 
enemy. Great horror and darkneſs was over my 
underſtanding for a time; but the Lord did fend 
his light and his truth, and cauſed it'to ſhine upon 
my tabernacle; and J had to declare of bis mercy 
and goodneſs towards the children of men, and to 
invite them to come and fee for themſelves, what 
great things the Lord will do for them that truſt in 
him. This great meeting ended well, and I was 
truly thankful to the great Maſter of our aſſemblies, 
We lodged at Joſeph Wardell's, a worthy friend. 
On Third-day we came back to Croſwicks, and 
lodged at Thomas Middleton's. Next day to widow 
Andrews's, where my companion was taken ill. 
Here I left him after ſtaying one night, and went 
to Haddonfield with Iſaac Andrews, and lodged at 
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his houſe one night; and ſo to Philadelphia, where 
I ſtaid till their Quarterly Meeting. We bad 
ſeveral comfortable opportunities together. John 
Hunt and Chriſtopher Wilſon, were here, and had 
good ſervice. I ſtaid about Philadelphia, attending 
meetings as they came in courſe, both for worſhip 
and diſcipline, until the 15th of the Eleventh month, 
when I fet out towards the Southern provinces, 
Thomas Lightfoot accompanying me. We went 
to Cheſter, and were at their Youths' Quarterly 
Meeting, which was a time to be remembered by 
many of us. | 

We viſited the meetings through Cheſter county, 
till we came toNottingham, and were at the Monthly 
Meeting 3 John Hunt, from England, being alſo 
there, It was a ſuffering time to me, I being ſenſible 
many were worthipping only in the outward court, 
whoſe dwelling was in the form without the power, 
ſuch cauſe ſuffering to the true ſeed. I ſtaid meet-, 
ing with them on Firſt-day, and was led te ſpeak 
cloſely to ſeveral ſtates, and left them pretty eaſy 
in mind, I lodged at John Churchman's, and had 
a meeting at Weſt· Nottingham on Third-day; at 
Little Britain on Fourth-day, where ſeveral of the 
Preſbyterians came in, with their prieſt, who took 
down in writing what I ſaid; though I perceived 
not that he was writing, till I had nigh done ſpeak- 
ing. When I fat down, moſt of them went out, 

E2 but 


- 


52 {JOURNAL or 


dut he ſtaid ; and, after a ſhort ſpace, I had to. ſay, 
« The time ſhall come, when the dead ſhall hear 


« the voice of the Son'of God (or-they that are 


« dead in forms) -and they that hear and obey ſhall 
« live; ”” and that «Chriſt is the reſurrection and the 
« life, and he that liveth and believeth in him, 
though he is dead, yet ſhall he live.“ I did not 
enlarge much upon it; but the meeting broke up 
in a good degree of life, and the prieſt went off 
with his company. Friends thought there was no 
danger of any ill coming of it, but I was ang 
left Truth ſhould ſuffer; 

I rode- that evening after meeting to William 
Downing's, who had a large family, with whom we 
had a good opportunity. Thence we came to Sadf- 
bury, where I had a meeting, and in the openings 
of Truth had cloſely to ſpeak to the ſtates of many, 
From thence I went to Lampiter, where I had two 
meetings; and fo to Lancaſter, and had a meeting 
with the few Friends that lived there. We lodged 


at Iſaac Whitelock's; and after having a meet- 


ing at James Wright's, we croſſed the river 
| Suſquehannah and went to York, where a few 
Friends dwelt, and had a meeting among them. 
We quartered at Nathan Huſley's. 5 
Our next meeting was at Newbury; it was ** 
- my ſatrefaftion.. We paſſed through War- 
"I but had no meeting, it being the Youth's 

Quarterly 
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Quarterly Meeting at Huntington, where we had 
an edifying time together. We had alſo. meetings 
at Monallin, John Evans's, Pike Creek, Buſh Creek, 
and Mincorkeſa. Then croſſing Patomack, we came 
into Virginia, to Fairfax; where we had a meeting 
on the Second- day of the week, and 12th of the 
Twelfth month. It was a good meeting, Truth 
having the dominion : "magnified be the great name 
of Iſrael's God, and that for evermore ! We lodged 
at Mary Janney's, a diſcreet orderly woman, who 
had ſeveral ſober well-inclined children. From 
hence we went to Gooſe Creek, and had a meeting 
on Third-day: it was well, On Fourth-day we 
had a meeting at David Pole's, ſeveral friends ac- 
companying us. I had a travail in ſpirit, that Truth 
might not loſe ground ; finding a ſpirit of eafe had 
greatly prevailed in many of the profeſſors of Truth, 
to the ſorrow of the honeſt-hearted. We left 
David Pole's houſe ca Fifth-day, and rode over 
the Blue Ridge, or Blue Mountains, where the 
Indians had done much miſchief, by burning houſes, 
killing, deſtroying, and carrying many away cap- 
tives; but Friends had not hitherto been hurt: yet 


over the Blue Mountains, where the lands had been 
rightly purchaſed of the Indians. 8 
Things ſeemed dreadful, and ſeveral hearts ready 
to fail. We proceeded on our journey, and came 
83. within 
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within fix miles of Wincheſter, where the Engliſh 
had a fort. On Sixth- day we had a meeting at 
Hopewell, which was an open time. I found my 
mind much engaged for the poor ſuffering people, 
but had to tell them, their greateſt enemies were 
thoſe of their own houſes. The meeting ended 
well. We lodged at Joſeph Lupton's, an ancient 
friend, who with his wife was very loving to us. 
The Indians had killed and carried away ſeveral 
within a few miles of their habitation; yet they 
did not ſeem much afraid; for they ſaid, they did 
not ſo much as pull in their ſneck-ſtring when they 
went to bed, and had neither lock nor bar. W 

had a meeting at Crooked-run on Firſt-day, the 
18th of the Twelfth month. It was a good meet- 
ing, the Lord favouring with his living min 

Glory be to his great name for ever! 


On Second day we ſet forward through the woods, 


and over the hills and rocks, croſſing ſeveral large 
We came in the evening to a man's houſe, 
called Moſes Mackoy, and had a meeting there next 
day. They were an unſettled people, yet aſſented 
to Truth; but were not fully convinced in their 
minds concerning the ſufficiency of it, having an 
eye to outward ſhadows : I left them in good will. 
On Fourth-day we rode about thirty miles to 
Smith's Creek, where we had a meeting on Fifth- 
185 at the houſe of William Carall: it was ſilent, 


though 
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though they had ſent notice * miles, and 
many came. I told them, though I had nothing 

to communicate by way of preaching, or declara- 

tion, yet I found freedom to have another opportunity 
at a proper time and place; which I had next day 
at the houſe of John Mills, about ten miles off, 
ſomewhat in our way ; the meeting was to good 
ſatisfaction. The Indians had killed and taken 


away people within two or three miles of this place, 


not many weeks before; but the Lord preſerved us 
in our journey. Thankſgiving and praiſe be to 
him, and that for ever! 

Seventh-day we ſet out towards the South parts, 
and lodged that night at the foot of the Blue 
Mountains, at a friendly man's houſe, having two 
friends to conduct us. Next day, being the Firſt 
of the week, we croſſed the mountains, and to- 
wards evening came to Douglaſs's, and had a 
meeting with the family. The 27th, and Third 
of the week, we had a meeting at Camp Creek. 
It was a pretty open mec ting, though the ſenſe of 
good is almoſt loſt amongſt them in that place, 
and their ſtates much to be lamented: we lodged: 
at Charles Morman's.. Next day we rode fifteen 
miles, and lodged at Francis Clark's, and had a. 
meeting at Fort Creek: many people came, and. 
lat with great attention, and the meeting was ſolid. 

From thence we went to J. eneto, where we had 

84 a meeting 


month, 1757. It was a ſatisfactory and good 
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a meeting, and many people came, but it being 
filent they ſeemed diffatisfied.. As I had nothing 
to ſay, I was glad I could be made willing to be 
what: the Lord ſaw meet to allot me. We lodged 
at Jane Watkins's, a widow woman. She res 
ceived us kindly, and had ſeveral loving and well- 


inclined children. We had a meeting at Cedar 
Creek on Seventh-day, the 3iſt of the Twelfth 


meeting; Truth had the dominion; praiſes be to 
the great giyer of every good and perfect gift! 1 
lodged at William Stanley's. ha + 
From thence we went to Caroline, where the 
meeting was on Firſt-day, the ſt of the Firſt 
month, 1758. It was a large and good meeting; 
and the ſtates of the people were ſo ſpoken to, that 
through the Lord's goodneſs and condeſcenſion; 
1 hope it may tend to his honour, and the help of 
his poor creatures. We lodged at Morner Chiles's, 
and alſo at John Chiles's, one night. The next 
meeting was at the Swamp. It ſeemed to me, 
as I travelled along through theſe parts, true reli- 
gion was much wanting among many of the pro- 
feſſors of it. I lodged at William Johnſon's. -I he 
next meeting was at the Black Creek; it was a 
good time to me, and I hope alſo to ſome others: 
praiſes be to the great name! I lodged at an old 
man's houſe that night. On the Seventh of the 
; week, 
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week, and 7th of the month, the meeting was at 
White Oak Swamp, being Monthly Meeting ; and 
then rode to Curles, and lodged at John Pleaſant's, 
a very kind friend : we were at their meeting on 
Firſt-day. The Third of the week, and 1oth of 
the month, had a meeting at Wianoke, fourteen 
miles from Curles, which was ſatisfactory. We 
lodged at John Crew's, and on Fourth-day came 
back to John Pleaſant's. On Fifth-day we rode 
to Robert Langley's, nigh Peterſburgh ; and on 
Sixth-day had a meeting at the houſe of a friend 
called Butter: it was an acceptable time to ſome. 

After meeting we went to Robert Langley's, 
where we were kindly entertained. On Firſt-day 
we were at Pattiſon's meeting, which was a low 
time with me; yet Truth in ſome good degree did 
prevail. On Second-day we came to Burleigh, and 
lodged at John Honeycut's, and had a meeting at 
Burleigh on Third-day, which: was to ſome accept- 
able, We lodged at Wike Honeycut's, and were 
at the Monthly Meeting at Surry Black- water, 
where we had good ſervice for Truth. They'being 
in the mixture, ſuffered people of other ſocieties to 
ſit with them in their meetings of buſineſs. I was 
grieved, and could not be eaſy till I had deſired 
them to withdraw, that did not make profeſſion 
with us, both from the mens? and womens' meet- 
ing. 1 bg: to recommend to the oneneſs and 

Are "+ ſimplicity 
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ſimplicity Truth led into, and to keep their meetings 
for diſcipline;\'in that wiſdom, power and authority, 
that they were at firſt ſet up in; that they might 
not join with the world's ſpirit, but keep them- 
ſelves ſeparate; and, in the wiſdom and power of 
God, keep the authority and bear rule over thoſe 
that were got into the mixture, and were-for having 
thoſe that did not profeſs with us to ſit with them, 
when they tranſacted the affairs of the church. 
For ſome that profeſſed Truth had encouraged this 
practice, which tended to weaken the hands of the 
honeſt-hearted, they not having found that liberty 
and freedom to ſpeak ſo cloſely to their brethren, 
as need required. Joſeph could not uſe that free- 
dom, and unboſom himſelf to his brethren, in ſuch 
a manner as the 'czfe required, till the Egyptians 
were gone out. I was glad I was here, for Truth 
had the dominion in the end: we lodged at 
 Cinſtam Baley's. I viſited all the little handfuls 
ſcattered up and down in theſe parts, and often had 
ſervice in families. I met with Samuel Spavold, 
who likewiſe was much engaged in the ſervice of 
Truth. His labour of love in the work of the 
goſpel was indeed great in this part of the world; 
thoſe of other ſocieties being much reached by his 
miniſtry, We were truly glad to ſee each other; 
for as iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the face of a 
man his friend. We had ſeveral comfortable and 
confirming 


* 


' WILLIAM RECKITT. 39 


* confirming ſeaſons together, eſpecially at the Quar- 
terly Meeting held at Black Creek, for that part of 
Virginia; many friends from divers places being 
there. I was glad to ſee them, but what made us 
more glad, and brought us nearer to one another, 
was, becauſe the Lord favoured' us with his pre- 
ſence, and filled our hearts with his pure love.. * 

I having nigh viſited all the meetings in this 
province, was taking my leave of many of them in 
time, fo far as J could ſee them. Taking a few 
meetings in my way,. in company with Samuel 
Spavold; I proceeded towards North Carolina, but 
left him to viſit ſome meetings he had not been at. 

I went to Pinewoods, nigh Perquimon's River; in 
North Carolina; and had a meeting at Pinewoods 
the 9th of the Second month; it was large, and 
attended with the overſhadowings of divine good- 
neſs. To me it was an edifying ſtrenthening time, 
as I truſt it was to many more: we took up our 
quarters at Thomas Newby's. The next day we 
had a meeting at Wells, which was the Sixth of 
the week: on Seventh-day we were at the Old 
Neck; and on Firſt-day at Little River, This. 
meeting was very large, there being a confiderable 
body of Friends in this part; and people of other 
ſocieties attend Friends meetings when there are 
ſtrangers. I was helped through thoſe large aſſem- 
dlies far beyond my own expectation. I thought 

C. 6, myſelf: * 
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myſelf ſo unfit, weak, and unworthy, that I was 
almoſt caſt down in my mind before I came there; 
but praiſes and thankſgivings to him that helped 
me | I left them rejoicing in a ſenſe of the Lord's 
goodneſs and mercy to my ſoul. I lodged two 
nights at Thomas Nicholſon's, who moſtly favoured 
nie with his company whilſt I was amongſt them. 
Here my companion, Thomas Lightfoot, left me, 
and returned to Philadelphia. The laſt meeting I 


was at here, was appointed for Samuel Spavold. 
At Pinewoods we had a ſolid opportunity together, 


many minds being truly bowed to the root of life 
in themſelves; and finding myſelf clear, may truly 
ſay, I parted with a rentnant in pure love, and the 
unity of the one ſpirit. 

I then ſet forward towards a wilderneſs pennies 
where the inhabitants were very thin, two young 
men accompanying me. Our firſt meeting after we 
left Perquimons, was at John Copeland's. There 
were but few Friends, but people of other ſocieties 
came in, who had notice; amongſt whom was an 
officer in the army. He came to our quarters in 
the morning, and rode about ſix miles on the road 
towards the meeting, then turned off and ſaid he 


would go and fetch his' wife. He alſo brought 


with him a company of young people, who were 
learning to dance at his houſe, which I did not 


know till the meeting was over, and then he came 
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and told me, he had invited them to come to the 
meeting, and alſo their maſter, but he would not 
come. I ſaid, it was well, but it was a pity he 
ſhould ſo encourage ſuch vanity, as to keep a 
dancing-ſchool at his houſe. He excuſed it, ſay- 
ing the man owed him money, and he knew not 
how otherwiſe to get it, but by letting him teach 
his family. I ſignified, he had better loſe it, than 
have his family taught that which would be un- 
profitable to them; for there was a woe pronounced 
againſt ſuch as did chant to the ſound of the viol, 
and invented to themſelves inſtruments of . muſick 
like David. He ſaid, it. was the Truth that they 
had heard ſpoken tq-day, but acknowledged they 
did not walk anſwerable to it. I ſaid, it was their 
own fault, for if they would take heed to the 
teachings, of Truth in themſelves, it would lead 
them into all Truth, and conſequently. out of all 
error, and every bye-path and way that leads to 

deſtruction. 255 
After we had refreſhed cabins. we paſſed his 
houſe, and he ſeeing us came and invited us in, ſay» 
ing, he had entertainment for. us and. ſhould be 
glad of our company, and we ſhould have a room 
to qurſelves. I acknowledged his kindneſs, but as 
time would not permit we muſt proceed on our 
journey. We took our leave of him, and I thought 
ke was ſo reached, as to be meakurably conyinceg 
| | of 
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ol the ſufficiency of the bleſſed Truth; though his 
appearance and likewife his mind being lofty, he 
was not willing to ſubmit to the low appearance 


of it. 

Our next meeting was at Thomas Knox's, a 
man lately convinced; it was in a good degree 
ſatisfactory. We had very difficult roads, through 
great ſwamps and acroſs many creeks, all through 
the woods; and in many places but little path to 
be ſeen, We came to Fort-River, where there is 
a meeting ſettled, of ſuch as had been lately con- 
vinced. Many came to meeting, which was held 
at Henry Horn's. Some of them were unſettled 


in their minds, not being founded upon the ſure 


rock; but ſuch ns ſeek ſhall find, and they that 


dig deep enough will come to the ſure foundation, 


that the righteous have built upon in all ages of 
the world: Henry Horn had been a teacher among 


the Baptifts ; he ſeemed to be a ſteady, well-dif- 


poſed man, and had a few words in meetings. 


After I left his houfe I had a meeting at Joſeph. 


Pitman's, who, with ſeveral others, was under 
convincement, It was an edifying ſeaſon, many 
being ſenſibly touched with the love of Truth. I. 
Raid with them one night, and then went to & 
{mall meeting nigh a place called Nuce: it was 
two days journey, a very difficult road to find, and 
none of our companions had been there before. 
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After this meeting, we went to Core Sound, 
an inlet of the ſea, We had ninety miles to ride, 
and were altogether unacquainted with the way, 
having rivers and many ſwamps to crofs. The 
two young men were ſtill my companions, Joſhua 
Fletcher and Francis Nixon, who were very 
ſerviceable to me through this almoſt uninhabited 
part of the world. We pot to Henry Staunton's 
in the night, who took us in and entertained us 
very kindly. When we had ſtaid two days, had a 
meeting, and reſted ourſelves, we ſet forward to- 
wards the next meeting among Friends, which: 
was one hundred and fifty miles; but in our way, 
we had two meetings among p2ople of other ſo- 
cieties. I had ſtill ne guide but the young men, 
who knew no more of the way than myſelf : but 
ſuch as are wſed to the woods, can find the way 
through them much better than ſuch as are not. 
The firſt meeting we had after we left Core 
Sound was at Permeanus Hauton's, who gave us 
an invitation to his houſe, ' and ſent to give notice 
to his neighbours, though ſome lived ſeveral miles 
diſtant. We got to his houſe about the time the 


meeting was appointed, where we found ſeats 


placed, and every thing in ſuch convenient order 
for a meeting, as I thought I had ſeldom ſeen, 
His rooms being little, he had placed ſeats in his 
court- yard, and under the windowt, that I believe 
| | 8 
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all could ſit and hear without the leaſt troubling 
one another; and indeed I thought his labour and 
good inclination were bleſſed, for a ſolid time it 
was, and I found openneſs to declare the Truth 
amongſt them. I would that all our friends, upon 
the like occaſion, would take this man for their 
example, in being diligent to invite their neigh- 
bours, and to make room and accommodate them 
in the beſt manner they are capable of. It certainly 
hath a good ſavour, and is often n m_ a 
blefling. 


A. ſteady Friend, that. came from among; the 


Preſbyterians, told me, that the care and pains that 
ſome friends took to invite him, and ſome others, 
was one moving cauſe towards his convincement. 
He ſaid, he once told a young man, who had fre- 
quently invited him to meetings when ſtrangers 
came, that, as he nor any of his friends came to 
their meetings, he thought he would go no more. 


The young man anſwered very calmly, ſaying, 


We muſt not come to you; but we want you to 
„come to us.“ This,“ ſaid he, 8 affected my 


mind, with the diligence Friends had uſed with- 


© out view of outward gain, that I concluded, it 
© muſt be the love of God in their hearts, that in- 
© duced them to call and invite us to come to them. 
This I mention more particularly, becauſe I have 
ſeen ſome that ue Truth (to my grief), very 
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18 deficient in this reſpect. We had another com 
nd fortable opportunity in the evening with this man 
it and his family, and * per "IO mn = 
th night. E 
on Next morning I, with wh two young men a - 
eir one more, who had a mind to go a day or two 
h- along with us through the wilderneſs, ſet forward, 
well refreſned both in body and mind; hard things 
being made eaſy, and rough and untrodden paths 
being made ſmooth to my mind. We had a meet- 
ing alſo at George Cowper's, whoſe wife was 
educated among Friends. We ſtaid one night at 
Wilmington, the capital town in North Carolina; 
but it being their general court time, and the pri- 
vateers having brought in prizes, the peoples minds 
were in great commotion, ſo that I could find no 
room nor freedom to have a meeting, though ſeveral 
called Quakers lived there, but * no n 
except when ſtrangers came. | 
We creſſed a branch of Cape Fear River, and 
landed upoh a great ſwamp, which was very rotten 
and dangerous, by reaſon of the overflowing of the 
river; but the two young men, and a negro 
whom we hired to help us, carrying boards from 
one place to another for the horſes to tread upon; 
in time and with much difficulty we got well 
over. We then came again into the woods, where 
little en was to be ſeen; it likewiſe being rainy 
| dark 
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dark weather, we could not tell which way to go, k 
but rode many miles, hoping we might be ſteering 4 
right; and juſt at the cloſe of the evening, before * 
it was quite dark, we came to a little houſe, the 1 
fight of which was ſatis factory, being weary, and hi 
very wet. When we called, the man ſaid he MI 


| kept an ordinary, which we found to be true. How- he 


ever, we were contented with fuch as we found, 
and thankful we fared ſo well, We were in our m 
direct road for the place we intended, which was ag 
Carver's Creek, where we got next day, the Sixth tr. 
of the week, and 10th of the Third month. Here WM «© 
was a ſmall gathering of Friends. We ſtaid their I th 
Firſt-day meeting over, and then went to Dun's 
Creek, where we found another gathering of ſuch 


and ſcattered in their minds from the true . 
by an enemy that had ſown tares. 

Here J parted with my two good companions, 
who had travelled with me more than fe hundred 
miles: being nearly united together, we parted in 
true love. This I mention, becauſe the Lord loves 
a cheerful giver ; and thoſe did, I thought, what 
they did, with great freedom and cheerfulneſs, not 
begrudging a little time nor a little outward ſub- 
ſtance, for the ſake of the good cauſe of Truth, 
Thoſe will not loſe their reward, for it is helping 
forward the work; as that of opening a door and 
d kindling 
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kindling a fire, is doing part of the buſineſs of the 
maſter's houſe; and he doth look upon it as done 
to himſelf, if it is but that of handing a cup of cold 
water, as it is done in a right ſpirit, it will have 
his bleſſed approbation and reward. I had another 
companion, providentially I thought, provided 
here for me. K. 
William Ferril, a publick friend, having heard of 
my being in the country, had get himſelf ready 
againſt I came, and had freedom in the Truth to 
travel with me, till I ſhould fall in with another 
ſuitable companion, which made my travels through 
thoſe lonely places much the eaſier. When we 
left his houſe, we ſet our faces towards South 
Carolina, having but one meeting of Friends to 
take in the way, which was fettled upon a river 
called Pee Dee, about an hundred miles from the 
faid friend's houſe. This we accompliſhed in about 
two days; in the night we lodged in the woods. 
The few friends were truly glad to ſee us, they 
being ſeldom viſited. We had comfortable and 
refreſhing ſeaſons together, the Lord: owning and 
favouring with his good preſence, ſtrengthened not 
only the inward. but the outward man alſo. Here 
| was ſenſibly affected with ſuch a ſeal and evidence 
of peace in my own mind, that I was fully per- 
ſuaded I was in the way of my duty: it made me 
go on again very cheerfully. No one can tell how 
good 
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good the Lord is, but ſuch as have taſted and ſeen 
his marvellous ways of working, and how he can 
ſpread a table, for thoſe: that in faithful obedience 
give up to his requiring, in a very ' wilderneſs; 
for he neither lets them want for inward, nor outs 
ward food. There is now, as well as formerly, a 
little remnant, that, with my ſoul, can ſet theit 
ſeals to the truth of this; and can ſay unto as 
We have lacked nothing, Lord! 

Francis Clarke, with whom we had ebe 
2 us company one day and night in the woods: 
We thought we ſometimes travelled near ſixty miles 
in a day; for when we had to lodge in the woods, 
we roſe early and lay down late. Our friend 
Clark returned home, leaving us to fhift for our- 
ſelves, but my companion, having ſome knowledge 
of the way, ſteered I believe a pretty ſtraight 
courſe. When night came, we pitched our tent 
in a valley, where there was ſome graſs and a little 
brook of water. So when we had eaten ſuch as 


our bags afforded, and given our horſes provender, 


and taken care of them with what little we had, 
we lay ourſelves down and ſlept very ſound and 
comfortably, being wearied with riding. 


Next morning we were ſtirring by the time it 


was well light, and being ſoon ready mounted 
our horſes; and it was well we did ſo, for there 
came ſuch a rain that day, that it raiſed the creeks 

- and 


ne 


WILLIAM RECKITT. 69 


and rivers ſo high, that, if we had not got over them 
that night, we might have been ſtopped for ſome 
days. We travelled till late in the night, and 
coming to a houſe deſired we might have lodg- 
ings; but the maſter of it told us we could not. 
We aſked him how far it was to another houſe? 
He ſaid, it was but a mile, but there was a deep 
creek in the way, and he would not go along with 
us if we would give him a great deal of money, 
I. then very earneſtly deſired that he would let us 
ſtay in his houſe all night, and we would pay him 
for his trouble, and for what we had; for we had 
rode almoſt all the day in the rain, and it was a 
very cold rainy night. He told us, he would not 
let us ſtay. there, and ſo left us ſtanding: without 
his gate. But a. young man ſtanding. by, ſeeing 
and hearing what had paſſed, took pity on us, and 
ſaid, though it was dangerous croſſing the waters, 
he would take his horſe and go along with us; 
which he did, and we got well through to the 
place the man had told us of. After refreſbing 
ourſelves with ſuch as the houſe afforded, we took 
up our lodgings ina very cold room, ſuch as I had 
never Jain in before: but, bad as it was, I was 
glad and thankfal we had not to lie out all night 
in the rain. I reſted well, and in the een 
was well both in body and mind. | 
The Fourth of the week we got to the Winterce, 
1577 24 vliece 
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where ſeveral Friends from Ireland bad been fettled 
about fix or ſeven years. We had a meeting with 
wem, and then, with Samuel Mithouſe and my 
companion, I ſet out towards Charleſton, This 
took us moſt of three days, it being one hundred 
and thirty miles. When we came there we found 
but few ſteady Friends, yet we had forae good 
opportunities together; ſeveral of the town's 


people alſo coming in. I truſt our viſit was of 


ſervice, and tended to-edification, and ſtrengthening 
the two or three that dwell in that remote part of 
the world. Hewever, I thought I ſhould not be 
eaſy without paying them a vilit, n I had to 
ride ſo far on purpoſe. 

When I felt myſelf clear, I vines with my 
friends to the Wateree, and was with them at their 
Firſt-day meeting and meeting for buſineſs. We 
had good opportunities likewiſe in their ſeveral 
families, which I thought would not eaſily be for. 
gotten. 'Then taking our leave of them in goſpel 
love, in which we had. paid them that viſit, we 
returned to Pee Dee, Samuel Milhouſe ſtill accom- 


panying us. The Friends there, though their 


circumſtances in the world were but low, treated 
us very kindly. Their love to Truth, and dilis 
gence in attending meetings, are worthy of notice; 
for they had nigh one hundred miles to go to the 


Monthly Meeting they belonged to, and I was 
informed very ſeldom miſled attending it. 


Here 
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home, and I with Francis Clark went towards 
Cane-Creek. His company was ſo agreeable, 
that time did not ſeem long. When night came, 


we took up our lodgings in the woods, and got next 
day to a place called Deep River, there being 
ſeveral families newly ſettled there, but they had 


not yet built a meeting-houſe. We had a meeting 
at a friend's houſe, and then proceeded to Cane- 


Ceek, where there was a large body of Friends 
| gathered in a few years from the ſeveral pro- 


vinces. They told me they had not been ſettled 
there above ten years, but had found occaſion to 
build five meeting-houſes, and then wanted one or 
two more. I had good and ſeaſonable opportunities 
among them, being freely opened in the love-of 
the goſpel to declare the Truth. 

When I found myſelf eaſy to leave them, having 
had divers meetings at Eno and ſeveral other 
places, which for brevity ſake I forbear to. mentiqn, 
I, with Jeremiah Pickitt, then ſet out towards 
Virginia, having nigh two hundred miles to travel, 


and had but one meeting in the way. We got to 


Robert Langley's on Firſt-day evening, where I 
ſaid to reſt and refreſh myſelf; after ſo long and 
tedious a journey. I then paſſed to, Curles, and 
travelled through Virginia, having viſited moſt of 
the meetings hefore, and came into Maryland. I 

was 


Here my companion and I parted, he returning 


ey 
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was at their Yearly Meeting held at Weſt River; 
it was very large, and in the ſeveral fittings thereof 
overſhadowed with the wing of Divine Power; 
which tended to nouriſh the good: part, and to the 
gathering and ſettling the minds of many upon. the 

ſure foundation, and kept down that ſpirit which 

would divide in Jacob and ſcatter in Iſrael. _ : 

Me parted on Fourth-day in great love, ſome! 

of us being nearly united in ſpirit; for though 
" by balking their teſtimony againſt the anti- 

2 ..-xiſtian yoke of tithes, and trading in negroes, 
have cauſed the way of Truth to be evil ſpoken of; 
yet I was ſenſible that the regard of heaven was 
towards them, and the merciful hand was till 
ſtretched out, even towards the - unfaithful and 
backſliders, that they might be gathered. I had a 
travail and exerciſe upon my ſpirit for the cauſe of 
Truth, and that the great, bleſſed, and everlaſting 
name, which I with many more make a profeſſion 
of, might not be diſhonoured : the faithful are 
indeed as ſtakes in Sion, but they are but a one l 
ö or two of a tribe. 

I then took the meetings in my way to 5 Pokis 
ſylvania, as Elk-Ridge, Patapſco, att "Patapſco: 
Foreſt, Little Falls, Gunpowder, and ſo to Deer 

Creek, where our worthy friends John Churchman 
and his wife met me: we croſſed-the river Suſque- 
1 hannah into Fenaſylvania, and ſo to their -houle: 
. Nr Having 
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Having had many precious meetings in this j journey, 


* and well cleared myſelf of thoſe provinces, I was eaſy 
he in my ſpirit, and much comforted in the Lord, 
the chat he had been pleaſed thus far to help me 
{ou Through. 1 tarried one night at John Churchman's; 


next day, being the Seventh of the week, was at 
New Garden Monthly Meeting; and on Firſt-day 
at London Grove, where there is a large gathering 
of Friends. It was a good opportunity, and Truth 
favouring us we were comforted together in the 
Lord. On Second-day the 2gth of the Fifth 
month, I got to Philadelphia, having in this journey 
travelled upwards of two Eu eight . : 
miles. 
After my return from the Southern provinces, 1 
ſtaid ſome weeks viſiting meetings and ſome friends 
families, in and about Philadelphia; and was alſo 
in the Jerſeys viſiting ſeveral meetings, and at- 
tended their Yearly Meeting at Salem, which held 
three days for worſhip and diſcipline. It was an 
edifying time, things being conducted in a degree 
of the pure wiſdom, and the overſhadewing of Di- 
vine power was witneſſed by many. Then, having 
duly waited for the moving and putting forth of the 
good Shepherd, who faid, © I put forth my ſheep, 
© and go before them, I thought I felt a draught, - 
and not only fo but likewiſe true liberty, to viſit 
New England, which J had not done before. If I 

99 had, 
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tion to ſtay ſo long in and about one place 
therefore I, ſet out the 26th of the Seventh 
month, Iſaac Greenleaf accompanying me. | 


— — 
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* 
had, I ſhould have proceeded in order to ſhorten 
my journey, for it was againſt mine own inclings 


I went firſt to Wright's Town, where 
was held a general meeting for the county of 


Bucks. Then we croſſed Delaware into | Eaft a 
Jerſey, and took meetings in our way to Ne + 
Vork; then to Fluſhing upon Long Iſland, and '1 
were at their Monthly Meeting; then croſſing n 
the Bay went to their Quarterly Meeting at Purz f 
chaſe. After this, we took ſeveral meetings as v 
they fell in our way towards Rhode iſland. I then f 
had Robert Willis for my companion, a frien ir 
from the Jerſeys, who had drawings in his. min yi 
that way. Many people came to our meetings in WV 
thoſe parts, who are not cloſely joined in out- or 
ward fellowſhip with us; yet are under the opera- br 
tion of the good hand, and in degree convinced i we 
our principles. This, I thought, made our meet-WF U; 
ings more lively, and the ſpring of the goſpel to wh 
flow more plentifully, to the watering the thirlty had 
ground. wh 

When we had viſited the meetings hereabouts, an ver 
taken our leave of friends, we travelled — prai 
Connecticut government, having but one or two clug 


meetings in the way. The Preſbyterians, who 
former) 
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formerly in thoſe. parts were ver) rigid and bitter 
againſt Friends, are now become” more loving, 
and treated us very kindly. I had great drawings 
of the Father's love towards them, believing the 
ſecret hand was at work, to being them from the 
barren mountains ef their lifeleſs profeſſion, to 
ſerve the living God in newneſs of life. We 
came to Leiceſter, where there is a little handful 
chat go under our name, and had a meeting 
with them on F irſt-day, the z0th of the Eighth 
month: we were refreſhed together, being 
ſtrengthened in the God of our ſalvation. Then 
we had a meeting at Boulton, about thirty miles 
from thence, where we met with Samuel Spavold, 
in his return towards Pennſylvania, he having 
viſited moſt of the meetings in New England. 
We had a good ſeaſon together. Then ſaluting 
one another, in that unity and fellowſhip which 
brethren and fellow-labourers ought to dwell in, 
we parted; and my companion and I went to 
Uxbridge, and had a meeting: then to Mendam, 
where we tarried all night at Moſes Aldridge's, and 
had a meeting next day; ſo on to Winſockit, 
where we had a meeting. The weather being 
very hot, many people were nigh fainting ; but 
praiſes be to the great Name] the meeting con- 


cluded well. | Heh 
D 2 On 
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On F irl- day We were at Providence Yearly 


Meeting, 


is only for worſhip. It was very 


large, and tended to the gathering and ſaying *' 


peoples minds. on Chriſt, the chief corner ſtone, 


governar . of Rhode Iſland; he and his wife 
A treating us with hearty inch, We had meats 
ings at Cranſton, Warwick and Eaſt Greenwich; 
then upon Canonicut Iſland. We then: crofſed' 

the river, and came to Newport; and attended 
both their meetings on Firſt-day, which were 
large; a great number reſiding thereabouts who 
go under our name; hut, with ſorrow of heart may 
it hg faid, in the time „ aA my 
have taken their fli ght.. 

We left Newport an Third. day, and had a 
meeting at Portſmouth, in which we had good ſer- 


vice for Truth, Then crofling the Bay had a! 


meeting at Fuerton: upon: the Main, in which we 
were favoured with the openings of Truth, and 
left them in peace. I took notice of a negro: man, 
who was with us at ſeveral meetings, and by his 
own induftry, with the help of ſome friends, had 


: purchaſed-his freedbm, that he might attend meet- 


ings ; having for ſome time been convinced af the 
| bleſſed 


and rack of ages; for Truth had the dominion; | 
and the Lord's power was felt. We had our out- 
ward entertainment at Stephen Hopkins's, then 
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bleſſed Truth, which he much pulititd.; and told me, 

as he had been 'obedient to the op&tMon of it, which 
| worketh by love, he found himſelf engaged in his 
mind to exhort his fellow-creatures to come to the 
good principle in themſelves, Mt they, by yielding 
obedience, might know a being ſaved by it; or 
to that effect. This I could not gainfay, nor diſ- 
courage; but deſired him to be faithful to the 
manifeſtation of Truth in his own heart, and the 
meaſure of grace he had teceived, We parted in 
love and good- will, being brethren of one Father. 

Our next meeting was at Little Compton; after 
which I parted with ſeveral friends,” in the unity 
of the one Spirit, which had brought us into near- 
neſs and fellowſhip with each other: they return 
ing to their places of abode, and I with my com- 
panion, and a young man who accompanied us 
ſeveral weeks, ſtill kept forward. I was enabled to 
labour through theſe parts beyond all outward ex- 
pectaion; for though the meetings were large, by 
reaſon of great comings in of other people, I found 
that gracious promiſe fulfilled, « As the day is, fo 
« ſhall thy ſtrength be.” We were at Acockit, 
New Town, and Dartmouth or Penganſit, and 
had a meeting at each place : the laſt meeting, 
I thought, did not conſiſt of lefs than eight hun- 
dred people. We had at Acuſhnet, Rocheſter, 
Taunton, and Freetown, many living and good 
D 3 opportunities 
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opportunities, to declare Truth in the free extend- 
ings of goſpel 10%; allo at Swanſea, on a Firſt-day, 
had a ſatisfactory opportunity. Whilſt we were 
. viſiting thoſe places, we took up our quarters at 


Paul Oſborn's, uh often accompanied us from 

1 one meeting to another, his heart being free aud 8 

a 5 open towards his friends, and to ſerve Truth. - -; t 

E | Having well cleared ourſelves, we went tos 

wards the Yearly Meetings at Boſton, Lynn, and 

Salem, . the 22d of the Ninth month. They be- 

gan at Boſton, and I do not remember I had ſeen ſa } 

much ſtillneſs and gravity in ſo great an aſſembly, I 

” as I obſerved ther$: it conſiſted of people, of dif- c 

ferent perſuaſions. We have great cauſe to bow, } 

in humble thankfulneſs to the God of all our t 

mercies, that he hath been pleaſed to make way t 

for his people, to enjoy their religious meetings f 

without the leaſt moleſtation, in this and many 0 

other places where our worthy friends formerly d 
ſuffered ſore perſecution, by long impriſonment, 

grievous whippings, ſpoiling of goods, and ſome of fi 

them laid down their lives for the teſtimony of a I 

good conſcience: but though our God be a gra- tl 

cious, merciful and long-ſuffering God, yet he by 

will take vengeance on all the workers of iniquity, hi 

and the day of his wrath will break forth like a w 

conſuming fire, in a time when it is not looked at 

for. As he ſaid, ſo he will do; “ For,” ſaid he, Ve 
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I am a jealous God, viſiting thtz ſins of the fa- 
« thers upon the children, unto the third and' 
« fourth generation of them that hate me; and 
« ſhewing mercy unto thouſands of them that love 
t me, and keep my commandments.” So it is plain 


the Lord is equal in all his ways: for, concerning 


thoſe that are the offspring of that hard-hearted, 
wicked and perverſe” generation, that perſecuted 
and ſhed the blood of the innocent ſervants of the 
Lord, if they do but turn to him with their whole | 
hearts, ſo as to love him and keep his command- 
ments, they will ſurely find mercy : but, if they 
continue im a ftate of rebellion and hardnefs of 
heart, and fin againſt his light and good ſpirit in 
their hearts as did their forefathers, he will viſit, 
them with his judgments for their iniquities ; and 
for the fins which they and their forefathers have 
committed, he will pour forth the cup of his- in- 
dignation without mixture. 

After thoſe Yearly Meetings, we, wiih ſeveral 
friends, went towards the Yearly Meeting at 
Dover, and Cochea, taking ſeveral meetings in 
the way, as at Ipſwich where no friends lived; 
but we got leave to have a meeting in their court- 
houſe. It was diſturbed by a man ſtanding up, 
when L was in teſtimony, who ſaid that I ſtruck 
at the foundation of their principles. He was a 
very hot man, and held the doctrine of abſolute 

. D 4 predeſtinatien, 
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predeſtination. . I told him, truth ſtruck at the 


unſound foundation ; but, as he was in heat and 
anger, not fit to diſpute about religious matters, he. 


ſat down, and a woman ſharply reproved him for his 


rude behaviour, ſhe being grieved that the meeting 


ſhould be diſturbed ; for it was in a good frame. 
Several of the people, I believe, were aſhamed of 


his conduct; and after a little ſilence, a friend ſtood 
up, and had a good opportunity. Then I had to 
clear myſelf of what was upon my mind, and the 
people being till and attentive the meeting con- 
cluded well, The man who had oppaſed me. 
ſhrunk away, and I faw him no more, though I 


looked for him, and in coolneſs thought to have 


their minds hereaway, by an unſtable ſpirit, Theſe 


yearly gatherings were large, and I hope tended 


to the honour of Truth. We went next to Berwick, 


where we had ſeveral meetings there ; and travelled 
through the woods to Caſco, where we had an 
opportunity with friends and ſuch as attend their 


meetings. 


We croſſed the Bay to Small Point, ak in our 
return had a meeting upon a neck of land called. 


Mery- 


had a little further diſcourſe with him. That night. 
we went to Newbury, where we had a mecting 
much to my comfort and ſatisfaction. We had. 
meetings alſo at Ameſbury, Hampton and Dover, 
Friends had been forely wounded and ſcattered in, 
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Meryconeague. "The meeting at Small Point, was 


the notthermoſt ſettlement of Friends upon the 
continent, We. returned by Boſton, having ſe- 
veral meetings in our way; and from thence to 
Pembroke, Sandwich, Yarmouth upon Cape Cod, 
Suckaneffit, Wood's Hole, and thence took paſ- 


| ſage to Nantucket. - We ſtaid upon the ifland 


about a week, viſiting friends in their families, and 
had ſeveral publick meetings with them, It was an 
exerciſing time to me, finding the true ſeed, or 
life of religion, ſuffering much by reaſon of ſtrife 
and diviſions. I left them ſorrowful, becauſe I 
thought the root of bitterneſs was not removed, 
though I was comforted in ſeveral meetings among 
them with the ſhedding abroad of Divine favour, 
which ſtrengthened me in the difchirge of my 
duty; and indeed there is a living remnant ſtill 
among them, which I charitably hoped would be 
preſerved in the irmocency and ſimplicity of the 
unchangeable Truth. Several Indians were there, 
natives of the iſland : I had a defire to have a 
meeting among them and acquainted them with 
it, which they freely conſented to; and at the 
time appointed their prieſt was waiting for us, 
with his meeting- houſe doors open, and faid, he 
would have me go up into the place where he 
uſed to preach. I told him, I choſe to fit below 
with my friends, I had a living open time among 
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them, to ſet forth the neceſſity there was for them 


to turn their minds to the grace of God in their 


own hearts, a meaſure whereof they as well as 
others had received, according to the apoſtle's 
doctrine; which, if they gave good heed unto, 
and yielded obedience according to the manifeſta- 
tion thereof, would bring ſalvation, The meet» 
ing ended in, prayer and praiſes to Almighty God, 
for his great mercy and loving-kindneſs to man- 
kind, in ſending his Son to be a light to. enlighten 


the Gentiles, and for ſalvation to the ends of 


the earth. Solidity appeared in their counte- 


nances, and they behaved with ſobriety, very be- 
coming the occaſion of our aſſembling together, 
I ſhould be glad there was more of it to be ſeen 


among thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity, | 

We parted with them in the love of the goſpel, 
which I felt in my heart towards them. The 
wind coming fair, we took our leave of friends, 
and went on board a veſſel, a friend named Wil- 
liam Huſſey being maſter. In the evening of the 
ſame day we landed upon an iſland called Martha's 


b Vineyard. We quartered at a man's houſe that 


called himſelf by our name, and Lthought he had 
ſome zeal for Truth, and the promotion of it; 
for after he underſtood we had a deſire to have a 


meeting, he haſtened and called in his neighbours, 
and a ſolid good time we had together. 


"The 
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The next morning, being favoured with a fair 
wind, we croſſed the Sound to Dartmouth, and 
landed nigh the meeting-houſe, where we met 
with ſeveral friends who had attended the Quar- 
terly meeting. The Meeting ended that day: we 
had a confirming fweet opportunity together in 
waiting upon the Lord, before we parted with 
them and thoſe that came from Nantucket. Next: 
day we got to Fuerton, and in the evening had a: 
good opportunity at the houſe of Abraham Barker, 
with the friends that lived thereabouts. Fo this 
meeting came the negro man I mentioned before; 
he told me he had been viſiting ſome of his own! 
colour, and was returning to Newport where he- 
lived; but as he came he ſaid, he thought he muſt: 
go by Abraham Barker's, though out of his way, 
not knowing we were come from Nantucket.. 
When he ſaw us, he ſeemed. to be almoſt over- 
come with joy, and was of ſervice to us; for we 
wanted to ſend ſomebody over the Bay, either that 
night or early next morning, to appoint a meet- 
ing for us at Portſmouth upon the iſland; - and 
none readier or more willing than poor Cæſgar; 
for he was ſtirring ſo ſeon in the morning, that 
he gave full notice up and down the iſland. So 
we had a large gathering collected in due time, 
though the time to give notice was ſo ſhort; 
and ſeaſonable advice was handed ſorth. From 
D 6 | thence: 
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thence we went to Newport witk our friend Thomas 
Richardſon, with whom we had lodged when there 
before, and were at their Monthly Meeting; we 
ſtaid with them alſo on Firſt-day, Our meetings 
were richly favoured with the free extendings of 
divine power and wiſdom; ſo that I was truly 


thankful, I had been helped to get through the 


various difficult paths I had to tread in this unſtable 
part of the world. 


On Second-day we left "OI and croſſed 


the river to Canonicut Iſland, where a meeting 
was appointed for us; wherein we were well re- 
freſhed together, and the concluſion was in prayer 
and ſupplication, for each other's growth, preſer- 
vation and eſtabliſhment in the bleſſed Truth, We 
here parted with ſome friends of Rhode Iſland, 
under a ſenſe of Divine favour, and in the uniting 
love of the Goſpel, which had cauſed us to be near 
one unto another. Then crofling the river upon 


the main land, we had meetings at Kingwood, 
Peries, Richmond, and Hopkinton, and ſo paſſed 
through Naraganſet, till we came to Weſterly 
Lower, the laſt meeting in thoſe parts we had to 
viſit. We took our leave of thoſe Friends that 
accompanied us, in great good will ; then travelled 
through the lower part of Connecticut government, 
croſſing many rivers, and the weather extreme 
cold. It was hard for me to bear; but, praiſes be 


to 
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to the great name! I was preſerved in health, and 
my natural ſtrength did not at all fail. | 
When we had travelled hard about three days, 
we came again among Friends; and on Sixth-day f 
had a meeting at Inomarance. Tt was to me a 
good time; for the bread that refreſheth the hungry 
ſoul was broken. We then croſſed over to Long 
Iſland, and were at the meeting at Fluſhing on 
Firft-day, the 20th of the Eleventh month. On 
Third-day we had a meeting at Cow-neck ; on 
Fourth-day at Weſtbury, Lukewarmnefs and in- 
difference had much prevailed in many places 
among the profeſſors of Truth, and I had often to 
bear my teſtimony for the bleſſed Truth, againſt 
earthly-mindedneſs and all the deceitful and falſe 
coverings of the fleſh, which had been the cauſe 

of it. I returned back to Fluſhing, in order to be 
at their Quarterly Meeting, which began on Se- 
venth- day for miniſters and elders. It was attended 
with a degree of Divine favour, to the comforting 
of our ſouls. Thoſe meetings were meaſurably 
bleſſed with the preſence of the great and good 
Maſter of our aſſemblies, and his voice was heard 
by ſome to ſpeak as never man ſpake; and we had 
to conclude in humble ſupplication to him for his 
help, and the continuation of his mercy, in viſiting 
and turning the hearts of his people to himſelf. I 
then viſited the meetings upon the iſland, which 1 
* A | had . 
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had not yet been at, and had meetings at Rock- 


way, and again at Weſtbury Monthly Meeting, 
where I was cloſely exerciſed on T ruth's account; 


but was helped to clear myſelf of what lay upon my 


mind, and came away eaſy. 

I then went to Bethpage, and had meetings alſo. 
at Secatoge and Oyſter-bay, where there had been 
a large meeting, but now much declined, yet we had, 
a large gathering, accompanied with Divine power, 
to my great comfort, On Firſt-day I was at 
Jericho: the meeting conſiſted. of ſeveral hun- 
dreds of people, who heard the Truth declared, 
with great attention, the power of it being over all, 
to the praiſe of Iſrael's God. Paſſing through: 
New York, I ſtaid their meeting, then croſſed, 
over by way of Staten Iſland to Rahway in Eaſt, 
Jerſey, where I had a meeting with Friends and. 
ſome others that came in, to the edification and 
comſort of ſeveral, myſelf in particular; being. 
therein ſtrengthened and encouraged to go forward. 
in the future ſervice I might be engaged in. We. 
lodged at Joſeph Shotwell's, and on Sixth-day,had: 


a meeting at Plainfield. It was but ſmall, by reaſon: 


of ſhort notice, yet favoured with the overſhadowings 
of Divine favour; for which our ſouls were in- 
wardly bowed to the Father of all our mercies. . 

I. rode to Whipiney on Seventh-day, to the. 
Quarterly Meeting which began on Firſt-day; it, 


was a good ſatisfactory time with us. I ſaid there 
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on Second-day, and was at the preparative meeting 
which was fatisfaQtory, divers things being opened 
and delivered in the pure wifdom, concerning the 
things of God and the good order eſtabliſhed in 
his church. I had ſome good ſeaſonable opportu- 
nities in ſome friends families; and, on Third-day, 
had a meeting at Rockway, appointed for thoſe of 
other ſocieties, which was to good ſatisfaction. 
On Fourth-day we went to Great Meadows, 
where we had a meeting with the Friends there, 
amongſt whom is a living remnant. We were 
made to rejoice together, in a true ſenſe of the 
ſhedding abroad of Divine love in our hearts. On 
Fifth-day I went to Kingwood Monthly Meeting; 
I had ſome ſervice there for Truth, in recommend- 
ing to the good order of the goſpel in each branch 
of our Chriſtian diſcipline ; which I obſerved to be 
much wanting among them. On Sixth-day I had 
a meeting at Amwell, at the houſe of Gerſham, 
Mott. It was an open time, Truth in good 
degree prevailing. On Firſt-day had a meeting at 
Croſwicks ; a cloſe ſearching time it was, many 
ſtates being opened in the love of the Goſpel, On 
Second-day I was at a meeting at Freehold, in 
which I was largely opened in the free extendings 
of Divine favour. On Third-day, the 19th of the 
Twelfth month, I had a meeting at Upper Spring- 
field, I was led to the ſtates of the people in a 

cloſe 
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cloſe manner, and the meeting ended well. On 
Fourth-day, I had a meeting at Old Springfield - 
it was an edifying and good meeting, Truth having 
the dominion, to the praiſe of Iſrael's God. On 
Fifth-day I went to Little Egg Harbour, and had 
a meeting there next day, in which I was enabled 
to clear myſelf in a good degree, and came away 
eaſy. . | 
We croſled the river in the evening to Great 
Egg Harbour. The weather being very cold, and 
having much ice, our journey was attended with 
ſome difficulty; but we got well over the river, 
though in the night, to Great Egg Harbour, and 
lodged at Robert Smith's, an ancient friend, who 
with his wife entertained us very kindly, We 
had a meeting there on Seventh-day, held at a 
friend's houſe, by reaſon of the extreme cold ſeaſon, 
and had a folid comfortable time together ; and 
after meeting rode to the other meeting, along the 
Bay ſhore towards Cape May, which was on Firſt- 
day, the 24th of the Twelfth month, 1758, It 
was a cloſe exerciling time with me; the froſt was 
ſo ſharp we could not croſs the Bay to Cape May, 
but were obliged to ride round' to a bridge, where 
we croſſed the river; which was about forty miles 
out of the way, and being ſtrangers to the road, 
we met with much difficulty through- the wood, 
and there was no beaten path to be ſeen for ſome 
| miles. 
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miles. I ſaw that the friend, who pretended to be 
our guide, was going wrong, and told him, if we 
took that courſe it would lead us much out of the 
way; for I was very uneaſy. Upon which he 
took out his compaſs, and finding it ſo altered his 
courſe, to that which I thought lay towards the 
road. I then found my mind quite eaſy, and faid: 
I thought we ſhould ſoon find it, which ſo happened. 
I ſaid not much. to the friends, but was thankful 
to the Lord, to find he was pleaſed to draw my 
mind towards the way we wanted to go. BN 
Night coming on, with much rain, we lodged: 
at a tavern, and next morning got to William 
Townfend's, where we had two meetings to pretty 
good ſatisfaction. On Seventh-day we rode about 
forty miles to John Reeve's, at Greenwich; were 
at the meeting on Firſt- day the 31} of the Twelfth 
month, and had good ſervice for Truth, In that. 
place among the youth, there is .a promiſing ap- 
pearance of the proſperity of Truth. Second-day, 
the 1ſt of the Firſt month, we had a meeting at 
Alloway's Creek, which was attended with good; 
I being helped beyond my own expectation. On 
Third-day Ihad a meeting at the head of Alloway's. 
Creek, where I was led to ſeveral ſtates in a cloſe 
manner, and came away much refreſhed in the 
Lord: praiſes be to his great name for evermore !- 
I had a meeting at Salem on Fourth-day, there 
being 
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being a marriage, and the new wine was handed 
forth, which made ſeveral rejoice under a ſenſe of 
Divine favour communicated to our fouls. On 
Fifth-day I had a meeting at Pile's grove; it was 
large, and ſeveral of other ſocieties being there, I 
was opened in the free extendings of goſpel love to; 
their ſouls, It was a good time to many, magnified 
be the God of our ſalvation ! On Sixth-day I had. 
a meeting at 2/20 tos which was a ſolid hijo 
tune. - 

The 6th of the F iſt 8 I went to Haddon= 
field, and lodged at the widow Eaſtaugh's, where I 
was very kindly entertained, :. On Firſt-day I went: 
to Eveſham meeting, where I had been before, and 
had ſervice for Truth in the love of the goſpel. 


Haddonfield Monthly Meeting being on Second». 


day, I ſtaid there, and had an exerciſe on my mind 
for the honour, promotion and proſperity of the 
bleſſed Truth, and that all might act in the wiſdom, 
power and life, and might know ſelf kept down by 
the power. I rejoiced I was at this meeting, Truth 
favouring, and the Lord's power being over all. 
I was made thankful in my. heart, to the great 
Author from whence all our bleſſings flow. 

T went to Philadelphia on Third- day, but finding 
my mind drawn towards the Eaſtern ſhore of 
Maryland, I ſet out again on Fifth-day the 1 Ith 
ef the Firſt month, and reached Wilmington that. 

night. 
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night. I lodged at William Shipley's when at 
Wilmington, and having ſeen his wife Elizabeth, 
when in Old England in the ſervice of Truth, 
the remembrance of which had often been revived 
upon my mind, as believing her to be a mother in 
Iſrael and a ſanctified veſſel fitted for the maſter's 
uſe, I could not but rejoice to ſee her again, and 
find her alive in the Truth, now in her decliging 
years, Our next meeting was at the Head of 
Saſſafraſs; it was a hard time with me the fore 
part of the meeting; yet I came away well fatis- 
fied, - Truth favouring towards the concluſion, to 
the honour and praiſe of Iſrael's God. After meet- 
ing I went home with Joſhua Vanſance, where I 
lodged, 

The next meeting was ; at Cecil, I was exceeding 
poor and low and deeply exerciſed in my mind, 
but was helped over all, and beyond all thought; 
and expectation of my own; for I think I may 
ſay in ſincerity, I had no truſt nor confidence fave. 
in the Lord alone, who hitherto hath been my. 
rock and.my ſtrong tower, my ſure helper in every 
needful time. May I, with all mine, put our truſt 
in him, hath often been the earneſt prayer and 
ſupplication of my ſoul. I had a meeting at Queen 


. Ann's, which ended well, the Lord's power being 


telt ag us to our comfort. I lodged at 
Turner 85 where we had a meeting with the family, 
and 


| 
| 
| 
= 
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ſilent; yet I came away eaſy, with ſweetneſs upon 
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and ſeveral others who came in. I hope it might 
tend in ſome degree to ſtir up the careleſs, and 


warn the unfaithful. The 21ſt of the Firſt month 


I had à meeting at Tuckaho; it was ſmall but 


attended with good, the Lord favouring us with 


his preſence according to his gracious promiſe, 
On Firſt- day I croſſed Choptank River over to 
Marſhy Creek, and was at their meeting. I was 
much comforted, and had peace in the diſcharge of 
what I believed to be my duty; though I travelled 
in great fear, and much weakneſs at times. 1 was 
at Choptank meeting on Second-day, which was 


my mind, having been ſtrengthened in my filent 
waiting. I had a meeting on Third-day at the 
Three Havens, where I was ſenſibly affected with 


the ftates of thoſe, that were not willing to take up 


the croſs to their corrupt wills and inclinations ; 
and had to bear teſtimony againſt unfaithfulneſs, 
difobedience, truth-breakers, and ſuch as brought 
diſhonour upon the Truth and our holy profeſſion, 
I felt the love of the goſpel flow freely, even to- 
wards the backſliders; and, in it warning them, 
I came away ſweetly comforted in my ſpirit. 
Fourth-day I went to the Bay-fide, where we had 
a meeting on Fifth-day with a few lukewarm 
profeſſors. I had to exhort them to more diligence 
in keeping up their meetings, and waiting therein, 

that 
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that they might know the renewing of ftrength in 
the Lord, and be enabled to worſhip him, who is 
a Spirit, in Spirit and in Truth. On Seventh-day 
I was at the Quarterly Meeting of miniſters and 
elders at Three Havens, where I had ſome fervice 
for Truth. On Firſt-day I was again at Fuckaho 


meeting, Truth favauring, in the love of the goſpel 


many divine Truths werg opened, to the edification 
and comfort of our fouls; it ended in humble 
ſupplication and prayer to Almighty God, for his 
help, ſtrength and preſervation, in the way of Truth 
and righteouſneſs. Og Third-day I was at Three 
Havens, at the Quarterly Meeting, where ſeveral 
friends had good ſervice for the Truth, in the love 
of which we were comforted together in the Lord, 
and helped to bear teſtimony againſt thoſe things, 
which are crept. in by | reaſon of unfaithfulneſs 
among the- profeſſors of Truth. On Fourth-day 
the 31ſt of the Firſt month, I, with ſeveral friends, 
went towards Lewis Town. On Sixth-day had a 
meeting. at: Cold Spring, where is a poor company 
of indifferent lukewarm profeſſors. On Seventh- 
day I had a meeting at Motherkill, which was pretty 
large, and attended with the ſhedding abroad of 
Divine love to the people. 

I was at Little Creek on Firſt-day, where we 
were comforted together in the Lord. Here is a 
Rn proſpoct, among the young people, of the 

proſperity 
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proſperity of Truth. I was at Duck Creek meet. 
ing on Second-day, which was ſmall, yet a living 
open time to ſeveral. Thence I paſſed to George's 
Creek, where I had a meeting; and fo to Wil- 
mington, where I met with Samuel Spavold, who 
embarked for England on Fifth-day the ' 8th of 
the Second month, 1759. I ſtaid the Monthly . 
Meeting, which was that day, in which I was 1 
largely opened to the ſtates of ſeveral, things being £ 
much out of order by reaſon of a difference which £ 
had happened among them: I came away I thought £ 
clear and eaſy in my mind. On Seventh-day, the d 
Toth of the Second month, I was at Concord la 
Quarterly Meeting for minifters and elders, which re 

was ſolid, and much good advice was handed forth. a8 
On Firſt-day I was at Kennet, and had large open- W be 
ings to the people, in the free extendings of the MW th 
line of Truth's way. On Second-day was again W Ic 
at Concord Quarterly Meeting for worſhip and a ſ 
diſcipline, in which Truth's teſtimony went forth MW i 
againſt diſorderly gainſayers and libertine ſpirits, 
I had a word of comfort and conſolation alſo to 
the weak, feeble mourners in Zion. Things 
cloſed well, and we parted refreſhed in the Lord, 
On Third-day I was at a meeting at Providence, 
held for young people chiefly; it was to good 
ſatisfaction, and ended well. On Fourth-day, the 
_ of the Second month, I had a meeting at 
Birmingham. 
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Birmingham. I felt the Lord was with us, helping 


and making way. by his own power; e de to 
his great name for ever! 


After meeting, we croſſed the river called 


Brandywine, and went to my kind friend William 


Harvey's, where I was kindly entertained. On 
Fifth-day the 1 5th of the Second month, I had a 
meeting at Center in Newcaſtle county. I was 
glad and thankful in my mind, to feel myſelf fully 
given up to what the good hand was pleaſed to 
give forth, either to ſpeak or be ſilent. On Sixth- 
day I had a meeting at Okeſſan, which was pretty 
large and in degree favoured, yet could not ſay I 
rejoiced ; for in that place I felt the ſeed ſuffered, 
as well as in many other places where my lot hath 
been caſt of late, eſpecially among the elders, and 
thoſe that ſhould be the foremoſt rank in religion. 
I could not help mourning in ſecret, at times, under 
a ſenſe of the relapſed ſtate of the church of Chriſt 
in many places: how departed from innocency 
and . ſimplicity; and decking herſelf with her own 
ornatnents of ſelf-righteouſneſs ; and alſo ſtained 
and ſpotted with the world, and the filth of the fleſh! 
On Seventh-day I was at the meeting for miniſters 
and elders, held at London Grove for that quarter, 
and alſo at their meeting on Firſt-day, which was 
bleſſed with the company of him that dwelt in the 
buſh; for his ſacred fire was kindled | in our hearts, 

with 
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with living deſires, that the mount of Eſau might 


be conſumed. On Second-day (aſter a ſolemn 
humbling ſeaſon together, in true ſpiritual worſhip, 
which ended: with thankfulneſs and living praiſes to 
Almighty God) the affairs of the church were 
carried on and tranſatted, in brotherly love and 
condeſcenſion towards one another, We had alſo 
a comfortable and confirming time together, on 


Third-day at our farewel meeting; which being 


a freſh ſeal of the Father's love and continued re- 
gard for his church and people, in uniting and 


making us to rejoice together in him, it will 


remain, I hope, upon many minds, with gratitude 
to the great Giver of every good gift. 

Whilſt I was here ] lodged. one night at John 
Smith's, an ancient friend, who had kept his place 
well in. the Truth, and alſo at Joſhua Puſey's, a 
good ſolid friend, who had a hopeful offspring. 
Hence I went to Weſt Caln, and lodged at 
George Singular's, and was at the meeting on 
Fourth-day, the 21ſt of the Second month. Tt 
was an exerciſing time with me, yet I could not 
ſay but I thought Truth had the dominion. After 
meeting I croſſed Brandywine, and went to Eaſt 
Caln, and was at the meeting on Fiſth-day the 
22d of the Second month, which: proved an helpful 
edifying ſeaſon to many. I went after meeting to 
Downing's: town, and had an evening meeting. at a 
friend's 


WILLIAM RECKITT. 9) 


friend's houſe, which was thought by ſome to good 
ſervice. On Sixth-day I had a meeting at Nantinil, 


after which I felt eaſy in my ſpirit, notwithſtanding 


I had cloſe and hard labour. On Seventh-day I 


had a meeting at Pikeland, which was a watering | 


time, for the Lord hath a living ſeed in that place, 
which in his own time he will raiſe up to the praiſe 
of his own great name | 

On Firſt-day I was at Yougland meeting. It 
was large, and attended with a good degree of 
divine favour, which made it ſatisfaQtory to many, 
though not ſo open as at ſome other times to me. 
Our next meeting was at the Foreſt, or Robinſon's. 
I was much exerciſed to recommend to an inward 
waitinz, which by many profeſſors is much ne- 
glected. Our next meeting was at Exeter. On 
Fifth-day we had a meeting at Reading, and after- 


ward went to Maiden Creek. At Reading, our 


meeting was in the town-houſe, or court-houſe, 
where ſeveral ſoldiers came, and many of the town's 
people, who behaved very ſoberly; the good power 
of Truth coming over all, and prevailing, many 
minds were humbled and brought low; it was a 
good time, eſpecially to ſome of the ſoldiers, who 
were reached by the inviſible power of Truth. 
The meeting ended in praiſes and thankfulneſs to 
the Almighty, for his unſpeakable favours ; who is 
over all, worthy for evermore ! 
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After meeting we went to Maiden Creek, where 
we had a meeting on Sixth-day; it was large, and 
to tolerable ſatisfation. We lodged at Moſes Star's. 
On Firſt- day we had a meeting at the Great Swampz 
it was a living, ſatis factory time to ſeveral, and, in 
general, an edifying ſeaſon. I dined, after meeting, 
at Morris Morris's, the huſband of the worthy 
Suſannah. Morris, and then rode to Plumpſtead, 
where we had a meeting on Second-day, .the-gth 
of the Third month. The good power of Truth 


was alſo felt among us in this meeting, to the edifi- 


cation and comfort of our ſouls, On Third-day 1 
was at Buckingham Monthly Meeting, in which 


I was favoured with the pure life and freſh ſpring 


of the goſpel, which ran freely in the love of it../' 

Here is a large body of people in this provinee 
of Pennſylvania, the elders of which are toe much 
in the outward court, which is only trodden by the 
Gentiles, or ſuch as are in the ſpirit of the world; 
pet a young and riſing generation is here, as well 
as in ſeveral other places where my lot hath, been 
caſt, ſince I came into this land, whom the Lord 
hath viſited by his power and good Spirit in their 
hearts, which, as they take good heed in yielding 
obedience to, and bring all things into the obedience 
of Chriſt, will crucify all their inordinate deſires, 


evil thoughts and imaginations, and enable them to 


bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, which are love, 
joy, 
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joy, peace, gentleneſs, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, 
and goodneſs: againſt theſe there is no law. I 
have often travailed for them ſinee I have been 
among them, leſt the labours of love; which have 
long been beſtowed on thee, Oh, America! thou 
favoured of the Lord! left they ſhould be be- 
ſtowed on thee in vain; and thou, inſtead of 
bringing forth fruits to the praiſe of the great Huſ- 
bandman, ſhould bring forth wild grapes, fruits 
of the fleſh, ſuch as he can in no wiſe take delight 
in; and inftead of a blefling, draw down a curſe, 
and provoke him to take away the hedge of his 
protection, and thou be trodden down and laid 
waſte by the devourer; and for thy ingratitude, 
diſobedience, and unfaithfulneſs to him, even com- 
mand his clouds not to rain upon thee any more. 
But mayſt thou never harden thine heart, and 
ſtiffen thy neck againſt ſo tender a Father, wha 
hath ſo long nurſed and fed thee; ſo merciful a 
God, who hath often pardoned thine iniquities, 
though they have been as a thick cloud. He hath 
fo viſited thee, in mercy ſparing, and waiting thy 
return, that if thou return not with thy whole 
heart, his anger and indignation certainly will 
break forth againſt thee, and ſo as not to be 


_ quenched; no, though thou mayſt make many 


prayers, and ſpread forth thine hands, he will not 
hear nor regard; inaſmuch as thou haſt hated 
E 2 inſtruction, 
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inſtruction, and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord, 


but haſt ſet at nought all his counſel, and would 


not take heed to, nor regard the ſecret reproofs of 
inſtruction in thine own heart. He will alfo 
laugh at thy calamity, and even mock when thy 
fear cometh ; when thy deſolation is unavoidable, 
and thy deſtruction as ſwift as the "whirlwind. 


| humbly beg this may never be thy doom; but in 


order that the days of his mercy, and thy tran- 
quillity, may be lengthened out, let Truth take 
place, that equity, juſtice, and-true judgment, may 
run down in the ſtreets of thine heart like a mighty 


ſtream : then ſhall thy peace be as a river, or as 


the waves of the ſea, that never can be dried up. 


I was at Wright's Town on Fourth-day; it was 
an exerciſing and low time with me, but I truſt 


Truth did not ſuffer on my account. On Fifth- 
day I was at Wakefield; it was a living and pre- 
cious time with us in the meeting, Truth's power 


prevailing to the dividing the word aright. The 


ſenſe of which is cauſe of true thankfulneſs to the 
humble hearted. I had a meeting at the Falls on 
Sixth-day, to ſolid ſatisfaction; and after, rode to 
Briſtol, and had a meeting on Sever:th-day, the 
Ioth of the Third month; I was glad Truth in 
ſome degree had the dominion. I ſtaid the meeting 
on Firſt-day, the 11th of the Third month. This 


was a good time to us; the Lord's power was 


over all, to the praiſe of his own great name 4 
n 
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On Second-day I had a meeting at Abington, 
in which I was favoured with the openings of Truth, 
the ſpring of the goſpel, to the exhorting all to 
faithfulneſs, even the rebellious and gainſayers z 
that they might come to know. falvation to their 
ſouls through Chrſt. My next meeting was at 
Horſham, which was large; in which Truth 
favouring, it was made a precious time to many, 
as I then felt. On Fourth- day I had a meeting at 
North Wales, where there is a pretty large body 
of Friends; the fight of whom, in many places, 
and the ſenſe of divine favour ſtill extended towards 
them, was cauſe of humble thankfulneſs. On 
Fifth-day, the 15th of the Third month, I got 
to Philadelphia, having. been about nine weeks in 


this viſit from. Philadelphia, whi ch 1 made my 


home, while 3 in this part of the world, with the 
widow Rachel Pemberton, and her fon John, worthy 
friends; ſhe 2 mother in Iſrael, and a great care 
taker of the poor ſervants who have been ſent, not 
only i in opening the door, and kindling the fire, but 
in miniſtring every thing that ſhe thought mighe - 
be a help and ſervice, to them in their journey 3 

for which, I am fully perſuaded in my mind, ſhe, 

with many others, will not loſe their reward. In- 
cc aſmuch as ye did it unto one of thoſe little 
« ones,” ſaith our dear Lord, & that believe i in my 
name, ye did it unto me.“ | 


E 3 +3 The 
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The 31ſt of the Third month, I leſt Philadelphia 
again, in order to viſit à few meetings in Cheſter 
county, where I had not yet been. On Firſt-day 
I was at Providence meeting, waich was a good 
and ſatisfactory opportunity, the ſtate of things 


much opened, and our minds in 1 | 
humbled, under a lively ſenſe of Di . > 

was at Concord on Second-day ; John Churchman 

alſo being there, was very helpful to ſettle the minds 


of ſome, who had gone into jangling about ſome 
things which had happened among them. I'his 
being their Monthly Meeting, we left them to 
appearance in a pretty quiet frame of mind, and 


things ended well. After meeting I rode towards 
Hartford, and on Third-day was at Hartford meet- 
ing, which was well. On Fourth-day I was at 


Darby meeting; it was an exerciſing time to me, 


things being much out of order, ſome differing in 


their judgment concerning what was, and what 
was not, conſiſtent with our religious principles, 
in regard to military ſervice, in which feveral had 


under our name. This brought great exerciſe and 


trouble on the faithful; a grievous, refraftory, 


libertine fpirit I faw appeared; yet it was in a good 
degree kept down, and Truth, in ſome 5 

meaſure, had the dominion. 
* Fifth- day, the 7 of the Fourth month, [ 
was 


beert meddling and concerning themſelves, who go 
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was at Springfield; it was a large, good, ſeafonable 
opportunity to many. On Sixth-day I was at 

Newtown meeting; in which Truth's way was 
largely opened, and livingly ſet forth in the power 

of it, to the humbling and ſolid ſatis faction of 
many: a day to be remembered by the ſenſible. 
After meeting I, went to George Mills's, where I 
had been before; a very kind friend. On Firſts 
day I was at Middleton meeting; it was a large 
gathering, and Truth had the dominion oyet all; 
though many dry profeſſors were liſtening and 
longing after words, which ſometimes hath cauſed 


the living ſtram to be withheld for a ſ-afon;z yet 
the great goodneſs and cundefcenſion of à merciful 
God is wonderful, in that he is pleaſed to cauſe 


the living fiream of the goſpel miniſtry to iſfue and 
break forth in a wonderful matitier, to the refreſhing | 
of his own heritage. The glory and honour, with 
living praiſes, be * to Ing and that for ever- 
more! 

I had an ie meeting at the ſchoolhouſe it 
alſo was an opportunity of good to our fouls, 
which were refreſhed together in the Lord. Iſaac 
Greenleaf of Philadelphia being with me on Second- 
day, we were at Goſhen meeting, which was at- 
tended with good; Truth in ſome good degree 
favouring. We lodged at Aaron Aſhbridge's, and 
on Third-day had a meeting at Bradford. We 

E 4 were 
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were much hindered in our way by the waters 
being much out, and a friend was in great danger 


of being carried away, but was preſerved. We 


got to meeting, though friends had been gathered 
an hour, or more. Tt proved a good ſeaſon ; the 
Lord kad compaſſion on us, and cauſed his goſpel- 
rain to deſcend on the thirſty ground, to the re- 


freſhing of that which was of his own right hand - 


planting, and alſo to the placing judgment upon 
the unrighteous part, and all the fruits thereof. 


I came away thankful in my ſpirit to the Lord, for 


his great goodneſs to his poor people; becauſe I 
ſaw his mercy and loving-kindnefs endure for ever! 
On Fourth-day we had a megting at the Great 


Valley, in which I perceived the extendings of 
good was offered, even to the gainſayers and re- 


bellious : a mercy unſpeakable! Aſter meeting we 
went to a friend's houſe, with whom Margaret 


Ellis abides, and were at Radnor meeting on Fifth - 


day, the 12th of the Fourth month; in which, 
though I wWas attended with much weakneſs, I 


thought I had ſome ſervice for Truth. On Sixth- 
day I had a meeting at Merion, which was not an 
unprofitable ſeaſon, I truſt, to ſeveral. I returned 


that day to Philadelphia, and on Seventh-day, with 


John Pemberton, I rode to Plymouth, and was at 
that meeting. On Firſt and Second- day at Ne- 
Providence. On Third-day returned again to 


Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, with ſome degree of ſatisfaction, and 


attended their week- day meeting, there « being 4 


marriage. Several did rejoice under à renewed. 
ſenſe of the ancient power, and loving kindneſs of 


our heavenly. Father's, tender regard, in that he 


was pleaſed to cauſe his love and life · giving pre- 


ſence to be felt amongſt us, to the refreſhing the 


ſincere and upright hearted, | Glory and praiſe be 
to his great name; for he is worthy for ever! Arth 
I ſtaid in and about Philadelphia betwixt three 
and four weeks, in which time I attended meet- 
ings as they came in courſe; and alſo paid ſeveral 
religious viſits to families, as I found my mind 
drawn in the movings of Truth: in all which ſer- 
vice, though but ſmall - in compariſon of ſome; 
others, I found my ſpirit favoured with ſweetneſs, + 
and a degree of peace. Whilſt I waited here, 


ſuppoſing my ſervice to be moſtly over upon the 


continent, having paid a general viſit, I unexpec- 
tedly, and pretty ſuddenly, felt a ſtrong draughi to- 
wards Barbadoes, or the Weſt, India iſlands. 1 
acquainted friends therewith, and made ſome eſſay 
for a paſſage, yet ſaw not my way quite clear; but in 
waiting felt my way open towards the Jerſeys, and 
on the 12th- of the Fifth month I, with John 
Pemberton, went to Mount Holly, and was at the 
two · weeks meeting on Firſt- day; and on Second- 
day at Morris Town, where a meeting was ap- 
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pointed for two friends, who were on their way 
towards Salem Yearly Meeting, where I was alſo 
with them. On Third-day John Pemberton left 
me at Ancocas meeting, which was in a good de- 
gree ſatisfactory, and. alſo to the honour of Truth, 
the edification of the Lord's people, and the praiſe 
of his great Name] On Third- day eyening I came 
to my worthy and wel]-eſteemed friend Elizabeth 


Eaſtaugh's, where I lodged. On Fourth-day I 


was at a meeting at Haddonfield; on Fifth-day 
at Woodbury; Sixth-day at Solomon Lipingcot's; 
Jeventh-day at Piles-Grove. All theſe meetings, 
I; thought, had a good tendency to the edification 
of the churches, and ended well. Thankſgiving 
and praiſe be to him that lives and abides for ever- 
more! 


1 The 19th of the Fifth month, 17 505 the Yearly 


Meeting for worſhip at Salem began, where we 


-were much comforted together, in. the enjoyment 


of Divine goodneſs. The free extendings of the 
goſpel ſpring flowed plentifully, to the watering 
the heritage of God; the ſenſe whereof howed 
many with humble reverence, in praiſes to his 
great and everlaſting name, who is worthy for 
ever! The 25th we had: a meeting at Eveſham, 
and went next day to Mount Holly, where alſo 
we had a meeting ;, on Seventh-day to Croſwick's, 
where their Quarterly Meeting began for miniſters. 
and 
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and elders. On Firſt-day I was at Borden Town, 
in the forepart of the day, and at I'rent- Town in 
the evening; at which meetings we were mea- 


ſurably comforted. On Second-day I was at 


Croſwick's again, at the meetings for worſhip and 
diſcipline, wherein Truth favoured us in a good 
degree. On Third-day the meeting was very 
large, and I was deeply engaged for the honour of 
Truth's cauſe, there being a looſe libertine ſpirit 
amongſt ſome who go. under the name of Friends, 
yet never came under the yoke of Chriſt, to know 
the deeds of the body to be mortiſied; but live at 
eaſe in, the gratification of their heart's luſts, and 
cauſe the way of Truth to be evil ſpoken of. My 
concern was chicfly.to ſuch as live at eaſe in Zion, 


and to the back(liders in Iſrael, yet I had a word 
of comfort to the mourners in Zion, and the heavy- 


hearted in Jerufalem, that they might hold in their 
way. I was glad of fo ſeaſonable an opportunity, 


wherein J was led to ſpeak fo eloſely to the ſtates 


of many, in true goſpel 1 which was a ſeal of 
Divine favour. 

Upon our taking leave of each dab; we com- 
mitted one another to the Lord, and parted in great 
love, and true gofpel-fellowſhip. I then crofled 


Delaware at the Falls, in order to ſee my friends 


once more in Bucks county, where there is a large 
body, and got to my worthy friend John Scar 
E 6 brough's 
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brough's on Fourth-day, with whom I had tra- 
velled ſeveral weeks both in the Jerſeys and Mary- 
land. I had great ſatisfaction in his company, he 
being a man of a good underſtanding, a tender 
ſpirit, and very ſerviceable in the church. The 
Quarterly Meeting for miniſters and elders began 


at Buckingham on Fourth-day, the Zoth of the 


Fifth month, which I attended, and alſo on Fifth- 
day a meeting for worſhip and diſcipline, and I 
thought different ſentiments were getting in a- 


mongſt them. If great care is not taken to keep 


Truth's teachings, and the unerring guidance of 
it, which will ſubdue: and keep down all unruly 
ſpirits, there will be great trouble and uneaſineſs, 
if not ſeparation, in many places: for I ſaw an evil 
ſpirit of diſſention was got into the church, and in 
the ways of its workings, it appeared in divers ſhapes; 
in order to draw after it the hearts of the ſimple, and 
ſuch as, like itſelf; are unſtable; for it is an unſtaple 
ſpirit, and by this it may be known, and ſuch as 
are led into its ways, and own its workings. For 
they will be reſtleſs, not eaſy,” under the croſs; 
but will caſt off the yoke of Chriſt, and go from 
his teachings, meekneſs, and humility, into a 
haughty proud ſpirit, which is rough; full of hatred 
and envy, deſpiſeth counſel, and will not bear re- 
proof. This ſpirit,” I thought, I pereeived work- 
ing in the myſtery of iniquity; but its time is not 
r | yet 
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yet eau come, to bring forth its (Sante birth. 
The Lord's mercy is very great to his people, 
for this ſeed of the ſerpent hath hitherto been 
cruſhed, and put by, in its puttings forth; and the 
true ſeed, though through hard labour and travel, 
hath been brought forth into e to __ 


. praiſe of Iſrael's God. 


This Quarterly Meeting confited of ſeveral 
hundred, moſtly,a young generation. The gra- 
cious extendin of Divine goodneſs was felt, and 
Truth's power did prevail over all the powers and 
ſpirits of darkneſs, 
my ſpirit did rejoice in the Lord, the God of my 
falvation. After meeting on Sixth-day, I went 
home with Samuel Wilſon, On Firſt-day I was 


at Plumpſtead meeting, which was attended with 


good, the power of Truth prevailing. In the 
evening I was at a meeting nigh Buckingham, at 
a ſchool- houſe. It was a large gathering, and we 
were much comforted; and refreſned together in 
the Lord. I was at their Monthly Meeting at 
Buckingham on Second - day, the 4th of the Sixth 
month, in which, through the prevalence and own= 
ing of Truth, which came over the minds of the 
people, things were carried on well, both in the 
time of Divine worſhip, and in ttanſacting of the 
affairs of the church; for the power of Truth kept 
down all reſtleſs and unruly ſpirits, which at times 

| | 1 > are 


I was glad I was here, ank 
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are putting up their heads in oppoſition to the teſ— 
timony thereof, and are for trampling all diſcipline 


under foot. I was deeply exercifed in my ſpirit 
before the Lord, at times, that I might be kept 
in the innocency, -meckneſs, and pure wiſdom. 
Some being, as 1 thought, righteous over-much, 


I was afraid, Jeſt they ſhould deſtroy themſelves, . 


and ſo diſhonour the cauſe of Truth, which they 
at times had ſo zealouſly contendedyfor, | 
Aſter this meeting was over, I Mt to Wright's 
Town- Monthly Meeting, which was next day. 
In this meeting I had hard labour and exerciſe ; 
yet things ended well, I came away fatisfied, and 
thankſul in my heart to the Lord, for his unſpeak- 
able mercies. The Falls Monthly Meeting being 
on Fourth»day, I was there alſo, had fome ſervice 
for Truth, and parted with ſeveral friends in much 
love and tenderneſs, we not expecting to ſee each 
other again in mutability. On Fifth- day I was at 
Middletown Monthly Meeting, in which I was drawn 
forth, in- the living ſpring of the goſpel, both in 
the men's and women's meeting. Then feeling 


my ſpirit eaſy and clear, I left them in love, and. 


the unity of the one ſpirit, which had united ls wer 

gether in a near manner. 

On Firſt-day I was again at North Wales, 
and had good ſatisfaction at their two meetings. 


On Second- day I returned again to Philadelphia, 
having 
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having been about a month from the town. On 
Third day, the 12th. of the Sixth month, I was at 
the Bank meeting, in which we were .comforted 
together, it being an edifying ſeaſon to many, 1 
ſtaid in and about Philadelphia about. four weeks, 
viſiting ſome families, and attending meetings as 

they came in courſe, though, in meetings, I had 
little to ſay, being ſhut up, and much bound in my 
ſpirit to keep ſilence in that city. The cauſe is 
beſt known to the great overſeer of his-people, who 
can do wich them as ſeemeth to him good: and I 
ſaw it was good for his ſervants to be reſigned and 
contented with all the openings and ſhuttings of 
bis hand; with the various diſpenſations he is 
pleaſed to lead through, that there may not be any 
confuſion, throughout the camp of God's Iſrael. 
I could, not but rejoice, in thankfulneſs of heart, 
that I was quite ſilent, and ſtill in my ſpirit; being 
made ſenſible it was the Lord's doings: and indeed 
it is marvellous in our eyes, that he, who is the 
captain of our ſalvation, ſhould call for ſuch a ceſ- 
ſation, of arms, for. a ſeaſon, that his ſoldiers might 
take a. little reſt. under his . . and 
canopy of pure los. 

I was at Darby week · day meeting he Fourth 
of the week ; on. Fifth- day at Cheſter week-day 
meeting; and on Sixth- day at Chicheſter, where. 
a meeting was appointed for me; which was 


large, 
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large, and accompanied with the free extendings 


of Divine mercy to our ſoul's refreſhment, On 
Seventh-day I was at London: Grove Monthly 


Meeting; and alſo at their meeting on Firſt-day, 
It was a contriting and bowing time with many, 


and we parted in the true unity, fellowſhip, and 


heart-tendering love of the goſpel of peace. On 
Second-day I was at Concord Monthly Meeting, 
which was a hard, laborious, exerciſing ſeaſon, both 
in time of wowhip. and diſcipline; thir gs being 
much out of | gofpel order, by reaſon of ſtrife and 


diſcord, as oppoſite to the pure and peaceable go- 


vernment of the church of Chriſt, as darkneſs is to 
light. The evil ſpirit was kept down in a good 
degree, and that which was out of order much 


helped by the power of Truth. 
The 10th of the Seventh month, 1759, I Fn to 


Philadelphia; the 18th, ſeveral friends accompany- 
ing me, we went to Cheſter, and the 1th on board 


a veſſel; which was bound for Barbadoes. Some- 
time after we were got to ſea, I was cloſely exer- 
ciſed in my mind, which brought me very low, in 
humble ſupplication before the Lord, that he would 


be pleaſed to enable me to go through whatſoever 


he, in the courſe of his infinite wiſdom, might ſuffer 


to come upon me, whether for a trial of my faith, 
or any other of his wiſe and good ends. For 1 


could re to him in great ſincerity, it was in 
obedience 
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obedience to his requirings, that T had undertaken 
that voyage; and not in my own will. This was 
indeed with me as a time of renewing. of my cove- 
nant, and coming under a cloſe engagement, that 
if he would but be with me, to deliver and pre- 
ſerve me in the way that I had to go, ſo that I 
might return again to his houſe in true peace; then 
he ſhould be my God, and I would ſerve him. 
May 1 therefore, with all the Lord's ſervants every 
where, not only make covenants, when under cloſe 
and deep exerciſe of ſoul; but, oh! let us be con- 
cerned ftritly to obſerve and keep them; for E 
am a living witneſs for him, that he is a covenant- 
keeping God with his people. 
Whilſt was under this living — freſh e | 
tiſm, thoſe, to whom I am the moſt; neatly united 
in the cloſeſt ties of nature, were brought nigh to 
me in ſpirit (though far ſeparated in body) with 0 
ſtrong deſires, and fervent ſupplications, that they, 
might be preſerved in the Truth, and that the 
Lord, in his infinite mercy, would be pleaſed ta 
viſit their ſouls with a freſh. viſitation of his pure, 
love. The churches alſo of the Lord (eſpecially 
thoſe people I had ſo lately viſited, and had at times 
been ſo cloſely engaged for, in the love of the Fa- 
ther) were ſpread before me in the neareſt manners. 
with fervent prayer, that they might abide in his 
love, ſland in his counſel, and live in his holy, 1 fear 3. 
that 


darkneſs, in the Lord, that I did not ſee it would 
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that ſo we might ſtill be a people to his praiſe, and 
bring honour to his great and holy Name, and the | 
proſeſſion we are making of the bleſſed Truth; 


that the bleſſings which he hath reſerved, and laid 
up in ſtore, might not be withheld, but Py 
ſhowered down upon his heritage. 

My mind now was much eaſed, and that which 
had been as a load upon my ſpirit was taken away, 
and I. was freely reſigned to the will of God: At 


that time, if T rightly knew my own heart, the fear 


or death was alſo removed, and, I truſt, the oc- 
caſion of it, which is fin; for I did not find that 


my confcienee condemned me, though 1 well know, 


I have nothing to truſt in but Divine mercy, 
through my deer Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whom, and by whom, all our fins are taken 


away, and we are redeemed unto God, and that 


by his moſt precious blood. It is by him we alſo 
have acceſs to the Father, his ſpirit bearing witneſs 


with our fpirits, that we are his children, often 


crying, Abba, Father, through the eternal Spirit, 
which helpeth our infirmities, and maketh inter- 
ceſſion for us; enabling us to aſk aright, and pray 
in an acceptable manner. 

I may not omit remarking at this time, when 
the French were nigh taking us, my fpirit was ſo 
at liberty, and over them, and all the powers of 


be 
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be ſo; and having had great freedom and liberty 
in my mind to go in this ſame veſſel, could not 
reflect upon myſelf for miſſing of it in any reſpect, 
except it was in making mention of it ſometimes 
too freely, which it is likely ſome might lay hold 
of, and that not to their on advantage. When 
we were taken, the Frenchmen (conſidering all 
their views are for plunder) did not uſe me ill. 
They took my little money, ſome of my linnen, 
and part of my other wearing apparet; but my bed 
and cheſt, with many other neceſſaries, they let me 
keep; which was of great fervice to me afterwards. 
For I was now in a part of the world where I was 
a ſtranger, and no money of my own left; t J do 
not remember I either murmured, or repined at 
what had befallen me; or that any diftruftfut | 
thoughts roſe in my heart, fo as to trouble and op- 
preſs my ſpirit; which I eſteemed as one of the 
moſt ſingular favours amongſt the many I have re- 
ceived from the great and merciful hand. 
The privateer belonging to Martinico, we landed 
at a town called St, Peter's; great part of which 
was laid in aſhes about two weeks after we were 
ſt at liberty, as I was afterwards informed, We 
were all had to priſon; but our captain, myſelf, the 
mate, and a paſſenger, were put into a little room, 
which opened into the priſon- yard. I think it was 
about twelve feet ſquare, and we upwards of twenty 
| (if 
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(if I remember right) to lie in it. Before we left 
the place, my fellow-priſoners behaved courteouſly 
and civilly, none of them offering me any abuſe, 
though I had often to reprove, and exhort them to 
amend their, lives. It was extreme hot weather, 
and our yard, where we had liberty to walk, as 
well as our lodging room, was expoled to the ſun 
moſt of the day. They let me have my bed in 
| the night next to the door and window for the 
benefit of the air, which was an advantage; but, 
alas ! I had a great diſadvantage along with it, for 
the tub in which we eaſed ourſelves, ſtood very 
nigh me, and the waſh and filth of the court-yard 
came through a hole in the wall, very nigh. the 
Window where I lay, fo that oft in the night I was 
"nigh fainting with ſtink, which the heat of. the 
weather made very nauſeous. The bread allowed 
us was pretty good, but almoſt every kind of vic- 
tuals was loathſome to my ſtomach in this Rinking 
unwholeſome place, There were ſalt beef and pork 
for thoſe that could eat chem ;. but it being neither 
ſoaked, nor half boiled, 1 perceived there was but 
little of it eaten by any. My chief living, whilſt 
there, was bread and water, ſometimes 3 ng 
ways get it boiled, Oatmeal mixed in —_ was 
What often drank, it ſerving alſo for food, The 
water they let the priſoners have, I belicye, i is very 
unwhole- 
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unwholeſome, it being taken up below, where the 
negroes waſh their clothes, and alſo where the filth 
of the town is caſt in. Moſt of the priſoners, I 
perceived, were troubled with alax; and I had not 
been there above two or three days, before I was 
taken with it; which, with the extreme heat, 
and unwholeſomeneſs of the place, brought me ſo 
low and weak, that it was hard work for me to 
walk about a little in the priſon- yard; but 1 ſtrove, 
and was helped indeed beyond my own expecta- 
tion; for after we were ſet at liberty from the pri- 
ſon, we were ſix days'on board the veſſel that ſet 
us upon the Engliſh iſland, in which time I think 
| ſuffered more hardſhip than whilſt I was in' pri- 
ſon; for being very weak, and the weather ſtill hot, 
cloſe, and ſultry, I could not abide in the cabin 
among the people, but was forced to lie upon the 
deck, where I could get air, though I was expoſed 
to the night-dews, and guſts of rain, which we 
ſometimes had; all which tended to increaſe my 
diſorder. The French captain gave me the liberty 
of the cabin, and ſhewed me kindneſs in other re- 
ſpects. We were becalmed under the iſland of 
Guadaloupe, and came to an anchor in a cove, 
where we took in freſh water; but I went not on | 
ſhore, I was informed there was a great mortality 
among the Engliſh * and many others, who 

| went 
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went about buſineſs, were taken off very ſuddenly 
at this place. 155 

The 7th of the Ninth month hoy landed us at 
the iſland called St. Chriſtopher's, where I found 
ſome kind friendly people ; though the generality 
were very gay, light and airy. After I had been 
there a little time, my diſorder abating, I began to 
gather ſtrength, ſo as to walk about; and I found 
a few here, who had ſome knowledge of friends, 
and their principles, by reaſon-of their education. 
One Joſhua, Lawſon, a ſailmaker by trade, a man 
of good report among his neighbours, was willing 
I ſhould. have meetings at his houſe, he having a 
large room very ſuitable for that purpoſe. 80 
had ſeveral meetings, the town's people coming 
pretty generally, and ſeveral were reached, I be- 
lieve, by the heart-ſearching power of Truth, which 
opened unto them their ſtates and conditions, 
eſpecially. ſome of the. younger ſort, who were 
tender, and very deſirous to have meetings. But, 


alas ! their eye and expeQation began to be fo upon 


the poor weak inſtruments. that I queried in my 
own mind, whether J ſhould have any more meet- 
ings. with them; for that ſpirit, which hungers 
after words, ſometimes ſhuts up the ſpring of the 
true miniſtry; or it is withheld for a time on that 
account. f 9.4 | 


- However, 


— 
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However, now about, it revived in my mind, 
that I had felt a draught of the Father's love to- 
wards the iſland of Nevis, when we ſailed paſt it, 
in our paſſage from Martinico; though I was told 
by one that knew the place (ſuch was the conduct 
of many of the inhabitants) there were little hopes 
of getting a meeting, or being received there; 
but that did not diſcourage me, I finding ſome- 
thing in my mind that removed that obſtacle out 
of the way. Therefore I, with Caleb Copeland, 
a young man from. North America, took boat, and 
in a few hours arrived at Charleſtown, the chief 
place on the iſland. We took up our quarters at 
a tavern. The day following, being their general 
court, many of their inhabitants came to town, 
and the place where we were being nigh the 
court=hauſe, and the grand jury doing their bu- 
ſineſs, and dining there, drew a pretty deal of com- 
pany. Moſt of them, at their firſt ſeeing me, 
ſeemed as though they could hardly be ſatisfied 
with gazing; but I endeavoured to keep my eye 
to the Lord, whoſe preſence: I felt to be nigh me 
in a good degree, to keep me ſtill and quiet. So 
they had their ſull view of me, till their curioſity 
was pretty. well ſatisfied; They offered no other 
incivility, than flearing, Iſhmael-like. However, 
the grand jury, either out of kindneſs, or further 
to ſatisfy their curioſity, ſent us an invitation to 

| dine 


dine with them; but it being late before they went 
to dinner, our landlady ordered ours fooner, - 1 
I did not find any thing in my mind againft eating 
with them: though many of them be a light, vain, 
airy people, and their 2 1 to a 
ſolid mind. 

They ſent a meſſenger for us bal bg ſat 
down, by whom I ſent word we had dined. But 
they ſent again, ſo I went in, and told them we 
took their invitation kindly, but we had dined, and 
therefore defired to be excuſed from fitting down 
with them. They did not ſeem ſo light and airy 
now, as they did before; but ſaid, they ſhould have © ©© 
been glad to have had our company. I obſerved, 
they are very much in the cuſtom of drinking of | ©2 
healths, as well as in ufing many other vain com- all 
Pliments, which I had to ſhew my diſlike to, not I mu 
only by not uſing them, but in letting them alſo It 1 
know they were againſt our principles, and the Wit 
apoſtle's advice to the believers, where he faith, 
« Re not conformable - to this world; but be ye but 
transformed, by the renewing of your minds.“ I Ho 
much deſire my children may take notice of theſe 
little remarks, and put in practice that excellent 
advice of the apoſtle, not to be conformable to the 
world's language, vain cuſtoms, and faſhions, which 
deface that beautiful image and likeneſs man was 
firſt created in: for _ thing was good that 

God 
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God made; and had an excellency and beauty in 
it; man, the greateſt of all, as long as he keepeth 
his commandments; but he loſes that likeneſs 
and image of innocency, by hearkening to the voice 
of the ſerpent, who is called the prince of the power 
of the air, that now bears rule in the hErts of the 


children of diſobedience. I would therefore, my 


dear children, that you may come to know a being 
transformed by the renewings of the grace and 
good ſpirit of Truth, upon your minds and under- 
ſtandings, into the nature, image, and innocency of 
the children of God, and ſtand in it, by keeping his 
commandments; for herein is man's perfection. 
A meeting had been propoſed to be held in the 
court-houſe, ſeveral ſeeming to forward it, eſpeci- 
ally an old prieſt, who beſtirred himſelf pretty 
much; which I thought ſomewhat ſtrange. When 
it was nigh time for the meeting, he went along 
with me to the court-houſe, where the juſtices and 
ſeveral others had dined, and had not yet broke up; 
but that was more than I knew. before I went in. 
However, the prieſt told them there was a gentle- 
man, as he was pleaſed to call me, wanted to give 
them a ſermon, and. requeſted that they would give 
liberty of the hall for a meeting to be held; but 
one whom they called their chief judge ſtarted up 
in a heat, and ſaid they had not done: and beſides, 
they wanted no ſermons; as for his part, he never 
| F loved 
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loved to hear one in his life. A vulgar and un- | 
ſavoury expreſſion to come out of the mouth of one 
in his ſtation; and it made me, that I could hardly 
tell what to ſay about having a meeting that night, i 
only as ſeveral of the people from divers parts of the f 
iſland were there, it ſeemed a very ſuitable oppor- c 
tunity. However, the old prieſt was not at all dif. f 
couraged by the repulſe he had met with; he being i 
reſolved I ſhould have a meeting, went over to the Fr 
tavern where we lodged, and got the liberty of a MW be 
chamber, and then came and told me there was 3 m 
convenient room, and ſeveral. already waiting. IL. 
I went, and found every thing in good order fora M a8 
meeting, except the people's minds: I was alſo in MW mn 
great poverty, but I think quiet and much re- th; 
ſigned. I fat in filence a conſiderable ſpace, in MW te) 
which time they were very reſtleſs, and rude in W the 
their behaviour, ſuch as I had ſeldom ſeen o6r heard M co 
before: at length I had ſomething roſe in my mind W ſuit 
to ſay, which reached, I believe, the witneſs of his 
Truth in them; for they became very quiet and 
ſtill, and fat like another ſort of people ; and many 
after meeting confeſſed to the truth of what had 
been ſpoken. | 
- T had another meeting at that place, and may 
came. It was a ſolemn baptizing time. The 
Lord's power had the dominion over all the rough 
and unruly ſpirits: praiſes be to his all-powerful 
name 
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name for ever | There ſtood up a man at the cloſe 


of this meeting, and faid, he hoped what had been 


delivered would have a good effect; for it was very 
ſuitable advice, More he faid, which is not' need- 
ful to pen; and I thought it was in a good degree 
of ſincerity. Then turning to me, he gave me a 
friendly invitation to his houſe. I told him I took 
it kindly, and ſhould come if opportunity would 
ſerve, The company being pretty much gone, 


he entered into a little diſcourſe with me, and told 


me, he himſelf was alſo a fellow-labourer in the 
Lord; but he had as little the look of a prieſt, 


as any I had ever ſeen, as I thought. He told 
me alſo, he perceived that we had the advantage of 
them, in that we did not tie ourſelves up to one 


text of ſcripture, as they did, and ſo could ſpeak to 


the ſeveral ſtates of the people; for he faid, it 
could not be ſuppoſed that one remedy could be 


ſuitable to every diſeaſe. I made ſome remarks on 
his juſt obſervation, with ſomething. concerning 


the true miniſtry, the operation of the ſpirit, and 
that it was not to be limited ; againſt which he 
made no objection, but freely aſſented to the Truth. 
We parted in a kind and friendly manner. I found 
he was a man of good underſtanding, bore a very 
good character among the people, and was well 
beloved, 


*% 
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This evening, after he was gone, there came a 
meſſenger from one Burnet, a man of note in the 
iſland, to deſire me to pay him a viſit before I left 
the place; which 1 did the next morning. He 


received us very reſpectfully, without making much 
ceremony. He aſked me ſome queſtions concern- 


ing my travels and uſage amongſt the French, 
which I gave him ſome account of. He did not 
ſeem to want to enter into any diſcourſe about re- 
ligious matters, but defired I would ftay longer 
with them upon the iſland ; for he ſaid there were 
ſeveral who were the deſcendants of Quakers, and 
undoubtedly would be glad to ſee me. But that 
did not at all induce me to ſtay, I finding myſelf 
pretty eaſy to leave them; hoping the Lord in his 
own time will ſend his ſervants and faithful la- 
bourers into not only this iſland, but many others 
in this part of the world, where the goſpel rain 
hath not been ſo plentifully beſtowed. Oh, Old 
England, and North America! Though theſe 
people are too much in the churliſh dog's nature, 
yet many of them would be glad to partake of the 
crumbs that fall from your tables. Your dainty full 
ſtomachs have often loathed the honeycomb, and 


their poor ſouls are wandering about upon the- 


| barren mountains of a lifeleſs profeſſion, ſeeking 
the living amongſt the dead. May we therefore, 
that have received the knowledge of the Truth, 
| and 
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and been fo often watered, be faithful, and bring 
forth fruits, anſwerable to the bleſſings received ! 
Then will the Lord, 1 am fully perſuaded, ſend 
forth from amongſt us ſuch as hall bring them to 
Chriſt the good Shepherd and fold of true reſt and 
peace. 

But to return. After I had ſtaid as long as time 
would permit, and was taking my leave of the man, 
he put a parcel of money into my hand, which I 
returned, and told him that. we did not receive any 
money for preaching. He ſaid, we could not travel 
without expences, and I had been taken by the 
French, and had ſuffered ſome loſs, and as he gave 
it me freely, I might receive it. I told him, I was 
not then in neceflity, therefore was not free to 
take itz but acknowledged it- was his good will, 
and ſo took my leave of him. After ] had been 
a little time at our inn, we underſtood he had ſent 
his ſervant to the landlady, to charge her to take 
nothing of us, for he would pay all our expences ; 
but it was already paid; and I ſaw it to be highly 
expedient for us, to remove all cauſe from them 
that might take occaſion, that the miniſtry might 
not be juſtly blamed. I left them in a loving 
good diſpoſition of mind towards friends, and am 
fully perſuaded there are hungerings begotten in the 
hearts of ſome of them after the true bread, | 

| | 1 3 After 
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. After I returned to the iſland called St. Chriſto- 
pher's, where I had taken lodgings, not knowing 
how long I n.ight ſtay, I was not eaſy to omit having 
meetings, eſpecially on Firſt-days. Several people 
coming out of the country, I had freedom to fit 
with them, moſt of them behaving in a becoming 
and ſolid manner. Truth ſometimes favoured us 
in time of ſilence; and though I had thought I 
ſhould have been ſhut up, I found the ſpring of 
the goſpel was ſtill opened towards the people at 
times, in the free extendings of God's love. And 
it came into my mind, in the opening of Truth, 
that the Lord hath a ſeed ſown in thoſe iſlands, which 


lies under the clods of the earth; but its riſing. 


and coming into dominion muſt be left to his 
time ; he being able to dethrone antichriſt, bring 


down his kingdom, with all his ſtrong holds, 


and in the room thereof, to eſtabliſh his own ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs ; that ſo in the very place 


where it was ſaid, they are no people, there ſhall 


they be called the children of the living God. 
Il found ſome of them deſirous that I would viſit 
them in their families, which I complied with, as 1 


found freedom; often having to ſet before them 


their unchriſtian practice, in keeping their fellow- 
creatures in ſlavery for term of life, and the cruelty 


I had 


they uſed towards them, which exceeded all that 
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I had ever ſeen before; and it raiſed ſuch a juſt 
indignation in my heart, that I uſed great freedom 
of ſpeech ſometimes in converſation, Yet I truſt 
did not exceed the bounds of truth, for 1 
perceived it always had ſome good tendency; either 
to ſilence, or bring ſome acknowledgement from 
them, that the practice was unchriſtian, and not to 
be juſtified ; that they had no right to plead for 
keeping them, but that of force, and they were a 
daily plague, and cauſed them to run into a great 
deal of ſin. Thus I have heard ſome of them com- 
plain, wiſhing they never had them, or had ſome 
other way to get their bread. So we may perceive 
the Lord is riſing, by his pure witneſs, in judgment 
in the hearts of thoſe negro keepers, ſhewing them 
the practice is evil, and they cannot juſtify it, be- 
cauſe the light condemns it, and maketh it mani- 
feſt to them to be evil. I tarried at this place longer 
than I expected; but hope it was not time ſpent 
altogether unprofitably. And although I have been 
hindered from going to the place, I at firſt ſet out 
for, I have had evident tokens of God's love and 
fatherly care over me, in the various ſteps I have 
had to tread; yet notwithſtanding this evidence of 
Divine approbation, I have not been inſenſible, 
that mouths would be opened not only againſt me, 
in ſaying I was wrong led, or under a deception, 
but alſo againſt the Truth; for the Truth hath 

F 4 many 
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many enemies, and none greater and readier to 
judge others, than thoſe that are making a profeſſion 
of it, but dwell not in the life and power. But it 
is not a new thing to be counted deceivers, and yet 
be true. | 

However, whilſt I tarried here, I often enquired 
for a paſſage to the windward iſlands, that ſuch oc- 
caſion might be taken away, and I be clear of the 
blood of all men. I thought by way of Antigua 
might be proper ; but when I made ſome attempts 
towards it, 1 was always ſtopped in my mind, not 
being free to leave the place where I was. But 
when I had tarried ſome time longer, and had 
divers good opportunities among the people, I felt 
myſelf quite eaſy to leave the iſland: ; and not only 
ſo, but likewiſe a ſtrong defire to be gone; alſo 


that view, and thoſe drawings I had before, to viſit 


the other iſlands, were entirely removed, and I was 
eaſy to return in a veſſel which was then bound for 
Philadelphia. Therefore, taking leave of thoſe I 
was pretty nearly acquainted with in Baſſaterre, the 
chief town on the iſland, I went by land to Sandy 
Point, where the veſſel lay to take in part of her 
cargo. Here I had a meeting with the town's 
people the day before we fet fail, which was the 
2d of the Eleventh month, 1759, having been upon 
this iſland, and Nevis, eight weeks. 
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Whilſt I tarried in thoſe iſlands, there was a 
a great mortality among the people, but it did not 
bring that awfulneſs and humility upon their minds, 
which it ought to have done; and therefore the 
Divine hand undoubtedly will be ſtretched out till. 
The captain and men behaved very civilly to me 
in this paſſage. _ I had ſeveral meetings with the 
ſhip's company, which had ſome good effect, I be- 
lieve, upon the ſeamen. We arrived at Philadelphia 
the 29th of the Eleventh month, where I was very 
kindly received by my friends, who had, I believe, 
nearly ſympathized with me in my late exerciſes. . 
I ſtaid in the city little more than two weeks, ex- 
cept a ſhort viſit to Wilmington friends, A con- 
ference was held with the Indians whilft I tarried 
here, which I was at; and Daniel Stanton, and 
myſelf, with a few other friends, had a meeting 
with them at Philadelphia in the ſtate-houſe. 

After ſome time of waiting in ſilenoe, I had 


ſomething to ſay, and one Iſaae Still, an Indian, 


who could ſpeak Engliſh, delivered the ſubſtance of 
what I faid in the Indian language. He appeared 
tender and well ſatisfied, being a ſenſible ſober 
young man. Tedeuſcung,.and ſeveral of the De- 
laware chiefs were preſent, and a few of the Jerſey 
Indians. They were ſolid, attentive, and behaved 
in a becoming manner. The meeting ended in 
humble prayer and ſupplication to Almighty God. 
| F 5 My 
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My ſtay being but ſhort here, after I returned from 
the Weſt Indies, I endeavoured to take my leave 
of friends in as general a manner as time would 
permit, and the 16th of the Twelfth month, 17 59, 


being the firſt of the week, after a good and ſatisfac- 


tory ſeaſon with friends at Pine-ſtreet meeting- 
houſe, I took my farewel of them in the uniting 
love and pure fellowſhip of the goſpel of peace. 

I went on board the ſhip Carolina, at the wharf; 
the maſter's name was James Friend, a- kind, 
courteous man. We had a very difficult paſlage, 


by reaſon of high winds, and a leaky veſſel; yet, 


through the mercy and geodneſs of kind Provi- 
dence, we arrived ſafe at London the 29th of the 
Firſt month, 1760, where I ſtaid but a few days 
before I took leave of friends there, and returned 
home to my dear wife and children, who, in my 
abſence, with all that I had, had been kept, bleſſed, 
and preſerved, far beyond my expectation, or indeed 
my deſerving as a creature. I deſire I ever may 
be thankful for ſuch unſpeakable favours and mer- 
cies, and give him the praiſe, who is worthy for 
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d, N the courfe of theſe travels the author often 

e, A had his wife and children in his remembrance, 

t, and wrote to them, to encourage them to truſt in 

i- that hand which had drawn him into ſervice. 

Ne Buy a note, dated the 8th of the Eighth month, 

ys 1768, on one of his letters, he defires that they 

2d might be preſerved for the fake of his children: 

ny When, ' ſays he, my head is laid in the ſilent 

d, grave, and my ſoul at reſt with the Lord: and 

ed © alſo that my journal may be tranſcribed for their 

ay © peruſal ;? adding, © that the very fragments ſhould 

r- © be gathered up, that nothing may be loſt. For 

for the benefit of his ſurviving relations, and of man- 
kind in general, the following extracts are inſerted. 

Fo They ſhow the care he had. for their welfare, when: 

T. far abſent, and beſpeak the fervency of his love.. 

The firſt was from France, while he was priſoner 
there, and is as follows. 
E- 


16 Carhain 
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Carhaix in France, the 23d of the Twelfth month, 
e = 


Dear wife and Gen, 5 
This comes to inform you of my welfare, and 


though outwardly confined, not having that liberty 


to proceed on my journey at preſent, yet I dare 
not complain, nor ſay, the Lord is an hard maſter; 
for he, in his great mercy and matchleſs loving 
kindneſs, hath been a preſent help in every needful 
time, as mine eye hath been ſingle to him, he hath 
ſupported me under the exceeding great exerciſes 
I have in this journey already met with. n 
and honour be to his great name for ever! 
I would that none of you might be caſt down 
4 me, but ſtill truſt in the name of the Lord; 
Jam fully fatisfied- you will find it to be a ſtrong 
tower, and as the ſhadow of a mighty rock in à 
weary land. And there is one thing I do greatly 
defire of you, that is, live in true love and unity 
one with another, and as much as in you lies, with 
all men every where, and then the God of love 
and peace will be with you to the end of your time. 
I wrote about the ſeventh or eighth of laſt month, 
in which T informed you how I fared, and was in 
health; ſince which I am removed to this place, a 


tolerable ſituation, and proviſions pretty cheap. I 


have 
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have a chamber to myſelf, and à good bed, being 
under no reſtraint, but have the liberty of the town 
and fields to walk in when I pleaſe. I hope to 


receive a letter from you in a little time. I moſt | 


dearly and tenderly ſalute you, and bid you fare- 
wel. | 
| W. R. 


Philadelphia, the 29th of the 2 Month, 7 58. 


Dear wife and children, 


I came here this day, having vg! Su 


more than fix months in the ſouthern provinces ; 


in which viſtt, though the journey has been at- 
tended with ſome difficulties and dangers, yet I 
have no cauſe to complain. I lacked for nothing, 
it having at times been made eaſy, pleaſant, and 


comfortable unto me in Chriſt, for whoſe ſake, and 


the goſpel's, I have” endeavoured to be given up, 


according to the diſpenſation of his grace given 


to me, in obedience to his will, in which I deſire 
I may ftand faithful to the end ; and the ſame de- 
fire, at times, is ſtrong in my heart for all of you 
that I have left behind, that you may be faithful 
to the meaſure and * of grace given 

unto 
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unto you. I am not without fear, leſt ſome of 
my dear children, which are grown to years of un- 
derſtanding, ſhould be, through unwatchfulneſs and 
careleſſneſs, drawn away into hurtful things. It 
drops as a watchword for you to take notice of, 
which, if you do, and walk agreeable unto the 
bleſſed principle of Truth, which you have heard, 
and, I truſt, believed in, the Lord hath bleſſings in 
ſtore for you, will make you truly rich, and add 
no ſorrow with it. -I ſhould have no greater com- 
fort at my return, than to ſee it was your care and 
chiefeſt concern to be faithful to the Lord, ac- 
cording to the beſt of your underſtandings. This 
would be more to. my comfort and ſolid fatisfac- 
tion, than for.you to have abundance of this world; 


for they that firſt ſeek the kingdom of God, and 


his righteouſneſs, the promiſe is, that all other 
things ſhall be added. F often breathe to the Lord, 


that he, above all things, may be pleaſed to ſanify - 


and cleanſe. your hearts from all fin, that ſo he, 
who hath hitherto been the help, ſtrength, preſer- 
vation, and deliverance of your poor father in his 
exerciſes and troubles, may in mercy bleſs you all, 
and take delight in you, ſo as to tender your hearts, 
and favour you often with his power and living 
preſence, is the ſincere prayer of yours, in that 
love, that neither diſtance or length of time can 


ſeparate, IP 


W.R, 
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Newport in Rhode Iland, the * of the E leventh 
Month, 1758. 


My A dear wife, 

Theſe may inform thee and children; I have 
hitherto been favoured in a good degree of health 
and ſtrength to go through the exerciſes and tra- 
vels, both inward and outward, which have laid 
before me, for the ſake of the goſpel; in the diſ- 
charge whereof, at times, I find great peace and 
inward conſolation, | 

My time of ſtay in this land, at preſent, ſeems 
uncertain; yet I am ready to conclude it will be 
until another year; if ſooner, I believe it will be 
acceptable both to you and me: if we be willing 
to wait in patience the Lord's time, he will be 
well pleaſed with us, and undoubtedly his blefling 
will follow, which will niake truly rich, and add 
no ſorrow with it. 

I have received two letters from you, in which 
J had an account of your welfare, in a good de- 
gree, for which I am truly thankful to him that 
hath hitherto helped us, and preſerved us. May 
he have the praiſe, who is worthy! His ways are 
all ways of pleaſantneſs, and his paths are indeed 
paths of true peace, and his mercies and loving- 
kindneſs are towards all them that daily live and 
dwell in his holy fear, | 


May 


— D 
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gave way to them, will draw their hearts from the 


them to watch againſt and beware of, leſt they loſe 
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May all my children learn the fear of the Lord, 
is often my earneſt cry and prayer to the Lord for 
them. Then wouid they be preſerved out of the 
evils that are in the world, for they are many, and 
lie cloſe to their youthful inclinations, and if they 


Lord, and out of his holy fear, into a looſe, wan- 
ton, and libertine ſpirit, which I caution and warn 


the bleſſing, as Eſau did, and the time come they 
may carefully ſeek it with tears, and cannot obtain 
it; for time is very precious, and ought to be 


prized by all. Some very young in years, when 4 
on a dying bed, have bemoaned themſelves, and Ra 
lamented their mis-ſpent time, the ſenſe of which dr 


cauſes me almoſt to tremble, leſt it ſhould be the 
ſtate of any that ſee or hear theſe lines read. 
Therefore I intreat there may be a turning to the 


Lord with the whole heart; and make no reſerves 


or excuſes, but yield obedience to his holy will in B 

all things, according to the beſt of your underſtand- | 

ings, though through a great croſs to your inclina- 

tions; it is the way to obtain mercy with God; : 

and admittance into his everlaſting kingdom of reſt E: 
a 


and peace, when time in this Wo of troubles 


ſhall terminate. 
F dearly falute thee and our children in as 


love of the Father of all our mercies, de- 
| firing 
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ring you may all dwell in his love, that ſo you 
may feel me to be near you in ſpirit, though out- 
wardly far ſeparated. The dead cannot praiſe the 
Lord, but the living; the ſenſe of. it at this time 
for his unſpeakable favours to us, with many more 
of his dear children, whom he hath begotten into 
a lively hope, bows my ſpirit. May we all be 
preſerved under a living ſenſe of this life, that 
when under a degree of divine favour, may be en-. 
abled to draw nigh to him, who knows all our 
wants, and put up our prayers and ſupplications 
for each other, in a manner that will find accept- 
ance, is the pathetick breathing of thine in that 
love that change not, RR our dear chil- 
dren. 


W. R. 
Philadelphia the 12th of the ws Month, 1 1759. 


Dear love, 8 | 

I have received ſeveral letters from home, which 
intimate thine and our childrens welfare, as to 
health, which gives me great latisfation, with 
deſires, if it be the will of divine Providence, ſuck 
bleſſings may be continued, and we truly thankful. 
I returned yeſterday from New England, and 
the eaſtern country, having been ſomewhat more 
than 
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than five months in that journey. Health of body 
is in a good degree ſtil] continued, and true peace 
of mind; for which I am made, at times, to bleſs 


that great and everlaſting name, who is over all, 


worthy for ever ! I ſee I cannot enlarge, only re- 
commend thee to that which hath hitherto kept 


and preſerved, and ſtill will, I am ſenſible, as we put 


truſt and dependence upon it. 1 deſire thou, or any 
for you, will not think me long. TI hall, as ſoon 
as I am clear, haſten home ; ſhall not conclude for 
myſelf, for I am not at my own diſpoſal ; yet ſeem 
to think I ſhall look homeward in a little time, 


My dear love to thee and children, ſympathizing 
with you in great nearneſs, I dearly ſalute thee 


and them, in that which never changeth, Thine 
in the Lord, | 
8 ; W. R. 


Philadelphia, the 15th 44 the 8 1210 Month, 1759. 


My dear wife and children, 
I am in the perfect enjoyment of health, except 


ſome pain in my breaſt, which is now much better. 


It hath been a long time ſince I had a letter from 
England, but here have been but few ſhips from 
Londen this ſummer. I cannot conclude of fix- 
ing my return, I having had drawings in my mind 

28 to 
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to viſit Barbadoes, and propoſe taking the firſt 
ſuitable opportunity to embark for that place. 
There are only a few meetings in Barbadoes, fo 


that my ſtay is not like to be long, except I have 


to viſit any other iſlands. I may thus conclude 
at preſent, but leave it to that great and good 
Diſpoſer of all things, that hath been my ſupport. 
I may with gratitude and thankfulneſs ſay, he hath 
been my preſent helper in every needful time. 
Oh! may aur eye be ſingle to him, he is good in- 
deed unto all that put their truſt in him; though 
great ſtorms may riſe, and clouds of thick darkneſs 
may appear, I am ſtrong in the faith, the Lord ſtill 
will be on our fide, as we are concerned to be 
faithful unto him; and if he be on our ſide, who can 
be againſt us ?- I cannot enlarge much, but deſire 
that you and I may be enabled to commit our- 
ſelves to his care and protection; for aſſuredly, a 
ſparrow cannot fall to the ground without his per- 
miſſion, and if we be faithful to him, we are of 
more value than many ſparrows ; for, ſaith he, the 
hairs of your heads are all numbered. My earneſt 
cries and ſupplications have often been for your 
ſouls welfare ; I would not have any of you think - 
too much about me, though I truſt we love one 
another by the neareſt bonds and ties of nature; 
yet when the love of Truth prevails, we ſhould 
give up one another for the ſake thereof ; then in 

| | this 
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this world ſhall we be entitled to the hundred fold, 


which is true peace, and in that which is to come 
life everlaſting. As a moſt affectionate huſband, 


and tender —_ dearly ſalute you, and bid you | 


farewel. 


W. R. 


P. S. I deſire my children would not give way 


to accompany themſelves with thoſe tbat are not 


friends, for that hath been the ruin of many of our 
youth. Endeavour, at all times, to attend religious 
meetings, and alſo to learn and improve in reading 
and writing. I am afraid, leſt you ſhould not do 
well; then I ſhall be grieved and ſorrowful if I 
ſhould live to ſee you again, inſtead of * com 


forted, and Dd in . 


8 Grieben, the 9th of the Tenth Month, 1759. 


Dear wife and children, 


Theſe are to inform you, and all enquiring friends 


and relations, that T have great and good fatisfac- 
tion ſince I arrived at this part of the world, in the 
diſcharge of what I have thought to be my duty, 


- notwithſtanding I have been expoſed to ſome 


hardſhips, and have likewiſe been out of health 


four weeks, but am now as well as uſual, can 
| travel, 
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travel, and have a good appetite, Yeſterday E-- 


came from an ifland called Nevis, where I have had 
feveral meetings; and though I have thoughts of 


viſiting another ifland or two, I ſhall not, I truft, 


ſtay long in theſe parts, except I am detained 


longer than I expect. | 
I have you all nearly and TOS in my re- 


membrance, though I have been already longer 
from you, or am like to be longer than I expected; 
yet I truft we ſhall find it hath all been the Lord's 
doings, and as we patiently wait on him, ſhall find 
his ways to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and his paths 
to be paths of true peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that his time is always the beſt time. 
I would that none might be too anxious and 
thoughtful concerning me, ſeeing the ſame hand 
that drew me forth, is as able, if he fees meet, to 
return with me, and bring again to you in ſafety; 
and if not, let us not murmur nor repine, if it may 
but be with us, as it was with the apoſtle, who 
faid, © To me to live is Chriſt, but to die is gain.“ 
I cannot write much for want of time; the ſhip 
is nigh failing, as I am informed, but commend 
you to the Lord, as into the hand of a merciful 
Creator and tender Father, tender in mercy to all 
that faithfully ſerve, worſhip, and obey him. 
”y ſpirit ſalutes thee and dear children, &c. 


W.R. 
Our 
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Oun friend having left no further account of his 
travels after this voyage, until his ſccond embark- 
ation for America, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
travelled but little, except attending the yearly 
meeting in London, or ſome ſhort diſtances 
near home, But about the year 1764, he again 


found-a concern to viſit friends in America, For, 


this purpoſe he embarked, in company with 


Thomas Goodwin and William Horne, who were 


returning home from a religious viſit to this na- 


tion, and arrived ſafe at Philadelphia, and pro- 


ceeded through moſt of the provinces ; but his 
wife dying during his abſence, he, on account of 
his family, rather haſtened his return, and em- 
barked in a veſſel bound for Ireland; from whence 
he came to London about the Fourth month, 
1766, and ſoon after returned to Wainfleet, the 
place of his reſidence, | 

Of this voyage, he kept only minutes of the 


meetings he viſited ; ſo that we are * of a 


particular account thereof, 


After his return, he viſited ſeveral parts of this 


nation, and in particular the city of London, which 
he often hinted he thought might be the laſt time 
but his love to the cauſe of Truth continued, and 
it was evident the fervency of his mind was as 
ſtrong as ever. ; 


He 


*% 
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He was a man of great integrity of heart, a lover 
of peace, and ſought the promotion thereof, and 
had often a word of counſel to drop tending to 
edification, Not only at particular opportunities, 
but often, when abſent, has he imparted of the 
goodneſs and mercy of the Lord to his foul, and 
alſo been helpful in counſel by letters, In one of 
the laſt J had from him, he expreſſed himſelf thus: 


« The ſap of life lies very deep in the root, and that 


« muſt be waited for in thoſe pinching times I 
« have met with; and yet I have a comfortable hope 


« raiſed in me of late, that all would be well in the 


& end, the proſpect of which to me hath ſeemed ex- 
« ceeding pleaſant, and, if ſafe, ſhould mueh de- 
« fire it might be haſtened ; but that is not my 
t proper buſineſs to look for, or to deſire the 
cc reward before the day's work is finiſhed. I have 
« ſerved a good maſter, but have ever looked on 
ce myſelf as one of the weakeſt of his ſervants ; yet 
« have endeavoured to come up in faithful obedi- 
« ence to his will made manifeſt in me, and in 
« this now I have great. peace, and an aſſurance 
« of an inheritance that will rever fade away, if I 
e continue in the way of well-doing to the end of 
« the race.“ 

His illneſs was very ſhort ; he was taken with a 
fit of the ague at night, and next morning, about 
four, departed this life, the 6th of the Fourth 


month, 


/ 
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ground the ꝗth of the ſame, at Wainfleet, aged 
about fixty-three years. 


they afford the ſame to the reader, my end is an- 
ſwered. N 
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month, 1769, and was interred in friends“ burial- 


The long and intimate acquaintance I had wi 


our deceaſed friend, hath induced me to prepare 


theſe accounts for more general ſervice, in which 
I have had real ſatis faction and comfort; and if 


London, 27th of the 


7th. Mo. 1776. 
THO, WAGSTAF F E. 
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